
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
52ND LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION  

 
DATE:  March 10, 2016 TIME:   9:00 a.m. ROOM:  SHR 1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Sylvia Allen VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Kimberly Yee 

  
ANALYST: Catcher Baden   

 
 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Begay X   HB 2088 DPA 
Senator Bradley X   HB 2292 DP 
Senator Dial X   HB 2437 DP 
Senator Pancrazi X   HB 2479 DP 
Senator Smith X   HB 2481 DP 
Senator Yee, Vice-Chairman X   HB 2518 DISCUSS/HELD 
Senator Allen, Chairman X   HB 2535 HELD 
    HB 2548 DP 
    HB 2634 DP 

 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
Spotlight on School Success 
 Teacher to Highlight: Jonathan Parker, Thunderbird High School, Glendale Union  
          High School District  
          

 
 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATION 
 
Name Position Recommendation 

Sean McCarthy  Member, School Facilities Board CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Senator Allen stated that without objection, the minutes of March 3, 2016 were 
approved. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2535 – community college boards; terms; duration – HELD  
 
Senator Allen stated that HB 2535 would be held. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Spotlight on School Success: Teacher to Highlight: Jonathan Parker, Thunderbird High 
School, Glendale Union High School District  
 
Jonathan Parker, Thunderbird High School, Glendale Union High School District, shared his 
inspirational speech that he delivered to the Arizona State University (ASU) students. Mr. Parker also 
recognized the value and impact of good teachers.  
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATION 
 
Sean McCarthy – Member, School Facilities Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, gave a brief overview of the School 
Facilities Board and its nominee. 
 
Sean McCarthy reviewed his resume. 
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Sean McCarthy as a member of the School 
Facilities Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2634 – agencies; enrollment; educational programs – DO PASS  
 
Jeffrey Ong, Education Committee Assistant Analyst, explained HB 2634. 
 
Representative Farnsworth, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2634 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
  

Senator Yee moved HB 2634 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 2). 
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HB 2292 – barber licenses; education qualifications(now: education qualifications; barber 
licenses) – DO PASS  
 
Grant Hanna, Commerce and Workforce Development Committee Research Analyst, explained 
HB 2292.  
 
Sam Barcelona, Executive Director, Arizona State Board of Barbers, testified in support of        
HB 2292 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved HB 2292 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
HB 2518 – schools; auxiliary operations fund; accounts – DISCUSS/HELD 
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, explained HB 2518. 
 
Debbie Davenport, Auditor General, testified as neutral to HB 2518 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Laura Miller, Director, Accounting Services, Auditor General’s Office, answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen stated that HB 2518 would be held. 
 
HB 2437 – department of education; technology; reports – DO PASS 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2437 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Aiden Fleming, Arizona Department of Education, distributed a handout entitled “FY15 Funding 
Approval Process” (Attachment A). Mr. Fleming testified in support of HB 2437 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved HB 2437 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
Senators Smith and Yee explained their vote. 
 
HB 2481 – schools; primary property tax rates – DO PASS 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2481. 
 
Sean McCarthy, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in support of HB 2481. 
 

Senator Yee moved HB 2481 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 5). 
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HB 2479 – ABOR; terms – DO PASS  
 
Jeffrey Ong, Education Committee Assistant Analyst, explained HB 2479. 
 
Kody Kelleher, Arizona Board of Regents, testified in opposition to HB 2479 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Petersen, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2479 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved HB 2479 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
HB 2088 – schools; assessments; surveys; informed consent – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2088 and the 24-line Allen 
amendment dated 03/08/16 at 3:42 p.m. (Attachment B).  
 
Representative Finchem, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2088 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Bill Sandry, representing himself, distributed his testimony (Attachment C) and testified in support 
of HB 2088.  
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to HB 2088 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Scott Smith, ACT, Incorporated, distributed a handout entitled “2014 Taking the Act: State Testing” 
(Attachment D). Mr. Smith testified in opposition to HB 2088 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Tracy Langston, former teacher, representing herself, testified in support of HB 2088 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Smith answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Lisa Hudson, representing herself, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Heather Cruz, Deputy Superintendent, Peoria Unified School District, also President-elect, 
Arizona School Administrators, testified in opposition to HB 2088 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Andrew LeFevre, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, testified as neutral 
to HB 2088 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
John Morris, representing himself, testified in support of HB 2088.  
 
Steve Hetsler, representing himself, testified in support of HB 2088.  
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Senator Yee moved HB 2088 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 

Senator Yee moved the 24-line Allen amendment dated 03/08/16 at 3:42 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  
 
Senator Yee moved HB 2088 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 7). 

 
Senators Bradley and Allen explained their vote. 
 
HB 2548 – postsecondary campuses; public forums; activities(now: public forums; activities; 
postsecondary campuses) – DO PASS  
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2548.  
 
Tyson Langhofer, Senior Counsel, Alliance Depending Freedom, testified in support of HB 2548 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kody Kelleher, Arizona Board of Regents, testified in opposition to HB 2548.  
 

Senator Yee moved HB 2548 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 8). 

 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment E). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Imee L. Andrew 
Committee Secretary 
 

(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio archives are 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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