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CHAIRMAN: Senator Sylvia Allen VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Kimberly Yee 

  
ANALYST: Catcher Baden   

 
 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Begay X   SB 1048 DP 
Senator Bradley X   SB 1208 DP 
Senator Dial X   SB 1245 DP 
Senator Pancrazi X   SB 1249 DP 
Senator Smith X   SB 1267 DP 
Senator Yee, Vice-Chairman X   SB 1280 DP 
Senator Allen, Chairman X   SB 1287 HELD 
    SB 1313 DP 
    SB 1321 DPA 
    SB 1430 DP 
    SB 1502 DPA 

 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
My Life My Power Program – Daniel Puder 
Spotlight on School Success 
 Arizona Private School Association on the Impact of Postsecondary Education on Workforce    
         Development 
  
 
 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Name Position Recommendation 

Michael J. Kearns Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education     CONFIRMATION 
Tim Carter Member, State Board of Education      CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Senator Allen stated that without objection, the minutes of February 4, 2016 were 
approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
My Life My Power Program 
 
Daniel Puder, Co-Chief Executive Officer, Transformational Technologies, Founder, Executive 
Director, My Life My Power Program, introduced C. Ed Massey, Past President, National School 
Board Association. 
 
C. Ed Massey, Chairman, Transformational Technologies’ Advisory Board, Attorney, Past 
President, National School Boards Association, gave a brief overview of the My Life My Power 
Program. 
 
Mr. Puder provided a PowerPoint presentation entitled “MLMP My Life My Power” (Attachment A) and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jamie Harris, Chief Operating Officer, Transformational Technologies, and Master Trainer, My 
Life My Power Program, further explained the My Life My Power Program and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Spotlight on School Success: Arizona Private School Association on the Impact of     
Postsecondary Education on Workforce Development 
 
Kristen Torres, President, Arizona Private School Association, Regional Director Operation, 
Pima Medical Institute, gave an overview of the Pima Medical Institute and highlighted Amber’s 
story, a student of the Pima Medical Institute. Ms. Torres shared the success of the nursing program 
as ranked number two (2) in the state. Ms. Torres answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stephen Malutich, President Elect, Arizona Private School Association Board, Campus 
President, Refrigeration School Institute, gave an overview of the Refrigeration School Institute 
(RSI) and stated that RSI is the largest HVAC School in the nation. Mr. Malutich introduced Alan 
Lucio and Christopher Watt.   
 
Alan Lucio, Instructor, Refrigeration School Institute (RSI), explained his success story as a 
student at RSI and how it impacted his life and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Christopher Watt, Instructor, Refrigeration School Institute (RSI), explained his success story as 
a student at RSI and how it impacted his life and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Fred Lockhart, Executive Director, Arizona Private School Association, gave statements 
supporting the various institutions around the state and how they impact students and customers.  
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EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, gave a brief overview of the 
Commission for Postsecondary Education and its nominee. 
 
Michael J. Kearns – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Michael J. Kearns, President, Mohave Community College, reviewed his resume.  
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Michael J. Kearns as a member to the Commission 
for Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 
(Attachment 1). 

 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, gave a brief overview of the State 
Board of Education and its nominee. 
 
Tim Carter – Member, State Board of Education – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Tim Carter, Yavapai County School Superintendent, reviewed his resume and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Tim Carter as a member to the State Board of 
Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
Senator Smith explained his vote. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1287 – Arizona online instruction; transfer credits. – HELD  
 
Senator Allen stated that SB 1287 would be held. 
 
SB 1502 – CTE instructors; specialized teaching certificates – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, explained SB 1502 and the 9-line Yee 
amendment dated 02/10/16 at 3:37 p.m. (Attachment B). 
 
Glen Hamer, President, Chief Executive Officer, Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
testified in support of SB 1502.  
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified as neutral to SB 1502 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
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Senator Yee moved SB 1502 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Yee moved the 9-line Yee amendment dated 02/10/16 at 3:37 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Yee moved SB 1502 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
Senators Bradley and Pancrazi explained their vote. 
 
SB 1321 – schools; statewide achievement assessments; menu – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1321 and the 9-line Yee 
amendment dated 02/03/16 at 1:25 p.m. (Attachment C) and the 19-line Allen amendment dated 
02/03/16 at 10:52 a.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Becky Hill, Arizona Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of SB 1321 and stated that she’s in 
support of the 19-line Allen amendment dated 02/03/16 at 10:52 a.m. (Attachment D). Ms. Hill 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in support of SB 1321 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Aiden Fleming, Arizona Department of Education, testified in support of SB 1321 and stated that 
he has some concerns with the Yee amendment. 
 
Janice Palmer, Arizona School Boards Association, testified in support of SB 1321.  
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1321 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 

Senator Yee moved the 9-line Yee amendment dated 02/03/16 at 1:25 p.m. 
(Attachment C) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  
 
Senator Yee moved the 19-line Allen amendment dated 02/03/16 at 10:52 a.m. 
(Attachment D) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  
 
Senator Yee moved SB 1321 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS      
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

Senators Bradley, Pancrazi and Allen explained their vote. 
 
SB 1267 – military service; postsecondary academic credit – DO PASS  
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, explained SB 1267. 
 
Laura Crehan, Liaison, Office of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense, Military Community 
and Family Policy, testified in support of SB 1267 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Senator Yee moved SB 1267 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
SB 1249 – common school districts; unification; budget – DO PASS  
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1249. 
 
Rick Stephen, Superintendent of the Nadaburg Unified School District, testified in support of      
SB 1249 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 

 
Senator Yee moved SB 1249 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB 1048 – ADE; appropriation; geographic literacy – DO PASS  
 
Justin West, Appropriations Committee Research Intern, explained SB 1048. 
 
Gale Ekiss, Arizona Geographic Alliance, testified in support of SB 1048. 
 
Ken de Masi, Retired Geography History and Civic Teacher, Volunteer, Arizona Geographic 
Alliance, testified in support of SB 1048 and introduced Malcolm Comeaux, Professor, Arizona State 
University. 
 
Malcolm Comeaux, Professor, Arizona State University, Co-Founder, Volunteer, Arizona 
Geographic Alliance, testified in support of SB 1048 and shared a note from Cameron Danesh the 
2015 winner of the Geographic Bee. 
 
Senator Kavanagh, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1048. 
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1048 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 7). 

 
RECESS 
 
At 11:07 a.m. the Committee recessed to the sound of the gavel. 
 
RECONVENE 
 
At 12:12 p.m. the Committee was reconvened. 
 
SB 1208 – teacher certification; reciprocity – DO PASS  
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1208. 
 
Lisa Graham Keegan, Executive Director, A for Arizona Project, Arizona Chamber of 
Commerce and Hispanic Chamber, shared a short video of the A for Arizona and testified in 
support of SB 1208. Ms. Keegan answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Aiden Fleming, Arizona Department of Education, testified in opposition to SB 1208 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1208 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Pancrazi and Bradley explained their vote. 
 
SB 1313 – teachers; alternative certification application – DO PASS 
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, explained SB 1313. 
 
Becky Hill, Arizona Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of SB 1313 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to SB 1313.  
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1313 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 9). 

 
Senators Bradley, Pancrazi and Allen explained their vote. 
 
SB 1280 – empowerment scholarship accounts; eligibility; administration – DO PASS 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1280. 
 
Aiden Fleming, Arizona Department of Education, testified as neutral to SB 1280.  
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to SB 1280.  
 
Michael Hunter, Goldwater Institute for Public Policy Research, testified in support of SB 1280 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1280 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 10). 

 
Senators Bradley and Dial explained their vote. 
 
SB 1430 – schools; achievement profiles; improvement plans – DO PASS 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1430. 
 
Greg Miller, President, State Board of Education, testified in support of SB 1430.  
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1430 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 11). 
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SB 1245 – appropriation; information technology; education; certification – DO PASS 
 
Jeffrey Ong, Education Committee Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1245. 
 
John Kelly, Principal, Triadvocates, appeared on behalf of Microsoft Corporation, testified in 
support of SB 1245 and distributed a testimonial from students who received certification from the 
program (Attachment E). Mr. Kelly answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Steve Troxel, President/Chief Executive Officer, Prencipia, Incorporated, Chair, Maricopa 
Workforce Connection Board, testified in support of SB 1245.  
 
Norma Matias-Engram, Educator, testified in support of SB 1245. 
 
Aiden Fleming, Arizona Department of Education, testified in support of SB 1245 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1245 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 12). 

 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment F). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:21 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Imee L. Andrew 
Committee Secretary 
 

(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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