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Chairman Barto called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Senator Barto stated that without objection, the minutes of February 3, 2016 were 
approved. 

 
 CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1445 – health care services; patient education – DO PASS 
 
Phillip Belone, Health and Human Services Committee Research Intern, explained SB 1445. 
 
Dr. Eric Novack, Surgeon, representing himself, further explained SB 1445. Dr. Novack testified in 
support of SB 1445 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
  
Trudy J. Ruman Heil, Certified Legal Nurse Consultant, testified in support of SB 1445.  
 
Jennifer Carusetta, Executive Director, Health System Alliance of Arizona, testified in opposition 
to SB 1445 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stuart Goodman, Arizona Medical Board, testified as neutral to SB 1445 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Begay moved SB 1445 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
Senators Bradley, Pancrazi and Barto explained their vote. 
 
SB 1443 – health profession regulatory boards – DO PASS 
 
Emily Mercado, Health and Human Services Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1443. 
 
Rory Hays, Arizona Nurses Association, testified in support of SB 1443 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Greg Harris, Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie, appeared on behalf of the Arizona State Board 
of Nursing, testified as neutral to SB 1443 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Begay moved SB 1443 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
Senator Bradley explained his vote. 
 
SB 1444 – board of nursing; licensure; complaints – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Emily Mercado, Health and Human Services Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1444 
and the 7-page Barto amendment dated 02/09/16 at 12:53 p.m. (Attachment A) and the 5-page Barto 
amendment dated 02/09/16 at 2:04 p.m. (Attachment B).  
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Teressa Sanzio, Registered Nurse, and also Attorney, testified in support of SB 1444 and stated 
that she’s opposed to the Barto amendment dated 02/09/16 at 2:04 p.m. (Attachment B). Ms. Sanzio 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Barto stated she would not offer the 5-page Barto amendment dated 02/09/16 at 2:04 p.m. 
(Attachment B).  
 
Trudy J. Ruman Heil, Certified Legal Nurse Consultant, testified in support of SB 1444 and stated 
that she’s opposed to the Barto amendment dated 02/09/16 at 2:04 p.m. (Attachment B). 
 
Greg Harris, Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie, appeared on behalf of the Arizona State Board 
of Nursing, testified as neutral to SB 1444 and stated that he is in support of the 7-page Barto 
amendment dated 02/09/16 at 12:53 p.m. (Attachment A) and the 5-page Barto amendment dated 
02/09/16 at 2:04 p.m. (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Begay moved SB 1444 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Begay moved the 7-page Barto amendment dated 02/09/16 at 12:53 p.m. 
(Attachment A) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Begay moved SB 1444 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0     
(Attachment 3). 

 
SB 1327 – hospitals; dieticians; prescriptions; diet orders – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Phillip Belone, Health and Human Services Committee Research Intern, explained SB 1327 and 
the 9-line Barto amendment dated 02/08/16 at 2:36 p.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Barb Fanning, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association, testified in support of SB 1327.  
 

Senator Yee moved SB 1327 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Yee moved the 9-line Barto amendment dated 02/08/16 at 2:36 p.m. 
(Attachment C) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Yee moved SB 1327 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1     
(Attachment 4). 

 
SB 1460 – pharmacy board; manufacturers; dietary supplements – DO PASS 
 
Emily Mercado, Health and Human Services Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1460.  
 
Senator Worsley, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1460. 
 
Russell Smoldon, 21st Century Vitamins, gave a brief overview of 21st Century Vitamins and 
testified in support of SB 1460. Mr. Smoldon answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Senator Begay moved SB 1460 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
SB 1473 – registered nurses; advanced practice – DISCUSS/HELD 
 
Emily Mercado, Health and Human Services Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1473 
and the 3-page Barto amendment dated 02/09/16 at 2:33 p.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Wendy Briggs, Arizona Nurses Association, testified in support of SB 1473 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Rory Hays, Arizona Nurses Association, testified in support of SB 1473.  
 
Vickie Clark, Chief Executive Officer, La Paz Regional Hospital, Parker, Arizona, testified in 
support of SB 1473 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kathy Busby, Arizona Council of Human Services Providers, testified in support of SB 1473 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Murray Feldstein, Physician, and Visiting Fellow, Goldwater Institute, testified in support of 
SB 1473 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Rob Schuster, Board Certified General Surgeon, specializing Bariatric Weight Loss 
Surgery, and also member of the Navajo Nation, testified in support of SB 1473 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Pete Wertheim, Executive Director, Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association, also 
representing the Dental Association, testified in opposition to SB 1473.  
 
Dr. Ross Goldberg, President, Arizona Chapter, American College Surgeon, testified in 
opposition to SB 1473 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Ronnie Dowling, Practicing Orthopedic Surgeon, testified in opposition to SB 1473.  
 
Dr. James Fleck, Practicing Physician Anesthesiologist, testified in opposition to SB 1473.  
 
Dr. William Thompson, IV, MD, testified in opposition to SB 1473 and answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Tyler Ritchey, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1473.  
 
Dr. Gretchen Alexander, Psychologist, testified in opposition to SB 1473. 
 
Dr. John Ammon, Practicing Physician Anesthesiologist, testified in opposition to SB 1473. 
 
Steve Barclay, Arizona Medical Association, testified in opposition to SB 1473. 
 
Ms. Hays introduced Ali Baghai, President, Arizona Association of Nurse Anesthetists.   
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Ali Baghai, President, Arizona Association of Nurse Anesthetists, answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Senator Barto stated that SB 1473 would be HELD. 
 
Senator Barto stated that SB 1366 and SB 1415 would be held. 
 
SB 1142 – DCS; backlog cases; private contractors – DO PASS AMENDED 
  
Emily Mercado, Health and Human Services Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1142 
and the 2-page Lesko amendment dated 02/09/16 at 3:04 p.m. (Attachment E). 
 
Emily Jenkins, Chief Executive Officer, Arizona Council of Human Service Providers, testified 
in support of SB 1142 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Gregory McKay, Director, Department of Child Safety (DCS), testified as neutral to SB 1142 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Katherine Guffey, Department of Child Safety, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Begay moved SB 1142 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Begay moved the 2-page Lesko amendment dated 02/09/16 at 3:04 p.m. 
(Attachment E) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Begay moved SB 1142 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0     
(Attachment 6). 
 

Senators Hobbs and Barto explained their vote. 
 
Senator Barto introduced Zak Ghali, Senate Page. 
  
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment F). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Imee L. Andrew 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio archives are 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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