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Chairman Lesko called the meeting to order at 9:17 a.m. and attendance was noted. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Lesko stated that without objection, the minutes of February 3, 2016 were 
approved.  

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1269 - school tax credit; classroom supplies – DO PASS 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1269 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Griffin, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1269 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Mr. Baden answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to SB 1269 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Janice Palmer, Arizona School Boards Association, testified in support of SB 1269. 
 
Sean Laux, Arizona Department of Revenue, registered as neutral and testified on some potential 
problems with SB 1269. 
 
Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1269 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
Senators Farley, Pancrazi, Yee and Yarbrough explained their votes. 
 
SB 1447 - consumer lending; licensure; regulation – FAILED 
 
Bill Ritz, Finance Committee Analyst, explained SB 1447 and the 2-page Lesko amendment dated 
02/09/16 at 11:57 a.m. (Attachment B). 
 
Senator Kavanagh, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1447. 
 
A video was played for the Committee from Arizona Financial Choice Association. 
 
Senator Kavanagh further explained SB 1447 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kelsey Lundy, Lobbyist, Arizona Financial Choice Association, testified in support of SB 1447. 
 
Scot Mussi, President, Arizona Free Enterprise Club, testified in support of SB 1447. 
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Laurie Fitzhugh, representing self, distributed a handout entitled “Criminology & Public Policy” 
(Attachment C) and testified in opposition to SB 1447. 
 
Kelly Griffith, Executive Director, Southwest Center for Economic Integrity, distributed a 
handout entitled “Consumer Federation of America” (Attachment D) and testified in opposition to     
SB 1447. 
 
Kathy Jorgensen, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Phoenix Diocese, distributed a handout entitled 
“Facts about SB 1447 that would permit Flexible Credit Loans” (Attachment E) and testified in 
opposition to SB 1447. Ms. Jorgensen answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ellen Katz, William E. Morris Institute for Justice, testified in opposition to SB 1447 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Alona Del Rosario, Arizona Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence, testified in 
opposition to SB 1447 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
David Bennett, Executive Director, Barno Nuevo, testified in opposition to SB 1447. 
 
Knoye Jackson, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1447 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Lee Lange, Southwest Veteran’s Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to SB 1447. 
 
Nathan Groff, Veritech Solutions, testified in support of SB 1447. 
 
Cynthia Zwick, Arizona Community Action Association, testified in opposition to SB 1447 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Lundy answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Sam Richard, Protecting Arizona's Family Coalition (PAFCO), testified in opposition to SB 1447. 
 
Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1447 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved the 2-page Lesko amendment dated 02/09/16 at 11:57 a.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1447 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 2-3-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
Senators Farley, Yarbrough and Lesko explained their votes. 
 
SB 1160 - CORP; reverse deferred retirement option – DO PASS 
 
Carolyn Speroni, Appropriations Committee Analyst, explained SB 1160. 
 
Mike Williams, Arizona Police Association, testified in support of SB 1160. 
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Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1160 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-1 (Attachment 3). 

 
SB 1125 - schools; desegregation funding; phase-down – DO PASS 
 
Bill Ritz, Finance Committee Analyst, explained SB 1125. 
 
Kevin McCarthy, Arizona Tax Research Association, distributed a handout entitled “ATRA Special 
Report” (Attachment F) and testified in support of SB 1125. Mr. McCarthy answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Sean McCarthy, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in support of SB 1125 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Michael Hunter, Vice President for State Fiscal Affairs, Barry Goldwater Institute for Public 
Policy Research, testified in support of SB 1125. 
 
Meyer Turken, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1125. 
 
Samantha Melendrez, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1125. 
 
Richard Hopkins, Senior Member, Buckeye Elementary School District Governing Board, 
testified in opposition to SB 1125 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to SB 1125 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Krista Pacion, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1125. 
 
Christine Busch, Superintendent, Tempe Elementary School District, representing herself, 
distributed a handout entitled “Tempe Elementary School District” (Attachment G) and testified in 
opposition to SB 1125. Ms. Busch answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Kevin McCarthy answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
John Kelly, Tucson Unified School District, testified in opposition to SB 1125. 
 
Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1125 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-2-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
Senators Farley, Pancrazi, Yee and Yarbrough explained their votes. 
 
SB 1348 - county treasurer; warrants; electronic transfers – DO PASS 
 
Bill Ritz, Finance Committee Analyst, explained SB 1348. 
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Senator Burges, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1348. 
 
Megan Kintner, Arizona Association of Counties, testified in support of SB 1348. 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1348 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
SB 1216 - charitable donations; tax credit amounts – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Tarren Villaverde, Finance Committee Intern, explained SB 1216 and the 3-line Yarbrough 
amendment dated 02/09/16 at 12:33 p.m. (Attachment H). 
 
Marc Ashton, CEO, Foundation for Blind Children, testified in support of SB 1216. 
 
David Martinez III, St. Mary's Food Bank Alliance, testified in support of SB 1216 and SB 1217. 
 
Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1216 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved the 3-line Yarbrough amendment dated 02/09/16 at    
12:33 p.m. (Attachment H) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1216 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB 1217 - charitable tax credit; contribution date – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Tarren Villaverde, Finance Committee Intern, explained SB 1217 and the 5-line Yarbrough 
amendment dated 02/09/16 at 3:02 p.m. (Attachment I). 
 
Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1217 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved the 5-line Yarbrough amendment dated 02/09/16 at      
3:02 p.m. (Attachment I) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1217 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 7). 

 
SB 1279 - empowerment scholarships; expansion; phase-in – DO PASS 
 
Catcher Baden, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1279 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Sydney Hay, American Federation for Children, testified in support of SB 1279 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
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John Shelton, Secular Coalition of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1279 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Marc Ashton, CEO, Foundation for Blind Children, testified in support of SB 1279. 
 
Michael Hunter, Vice President for State Fiscal Affairs, Barry Goldwater Institute for Public 
Policy Research, testified in support of SB 1279. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to SB 1279 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Gabriela Ascencio, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1279. 
 
Senator Lesko noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1279 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-2-0 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Farley and Pancrazi explained their votes. 
 
SB 1402 - class six property; higher education – DO PASS 
 
Tarren Villaverde, Finance Committee Intern, explained SB 1402. 
 
Paul Senseman, Policy Development Group, Grand Canyon University, testified in support of   
SB 1402 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Laurie Fitzhugh, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1402 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Michael Combrink, Maricopa County Assessor's Office, distributed a handout from the Maricopa 
County Treasurer (Attachment J), registered as neutral on SB 1402 and spoke regarding fiscal 
impacts. Mr. Combrink answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Gail Palmer, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1402. 
 
Senator Lesko stated that the remaining bills on the agenda would be HELD until the next meeting. 
 

Senator Yarbrough moved SB 1402 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-2-0 (Attachment 9). 

 
Senator Pancrazi explained her vote. 
 
SB 1288 - internal revenue code conformity – HELD 
 
SB 1289 - 2016 tax correction act – HELD 
 
SB 1351 - schools; elections; ballot arguments; exclusion – HELD 
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Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment A). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:11 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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