
 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
52ND LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES  

 
DATE:  February 8, 2016 TIME: 10:00 a.m.   ROOM:  SHR 109 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Steve Pierce VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Don Shooter 

  
ANALYST: Kaitlyn Neff   

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Driggs X   SB 1166 DPA 
Senator Farnsworth X   SB 1244 DPA 
Senator McGuire X   SB 1344 DPA 
Senator Meza X   SB 1347 DP 
Senator Miranda X   SB 1361 DP 
Senator Shooter, Vice-Chairman X   SB 1371 DP 
Senator Pierce, Chairman X     

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS  

   

Name Position Recommendation 

John G. Byrne Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board CONFIRMATION 
Nicole Frost Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board CONFIRMATION 
Sarah Heinrich Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Pierce stated that without objection, the minutes of February 1, 2016 
were approved. 
  

Senator Meza introduced Addison Berger. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1244 – fire districts; wildland fires; budgets – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Brandi Lease, Water and Energy Committee Analyst, explained SB 1244 and the 6-page Pierce 
amendment dated 2/5/16 at 11:29 a.m. (Attachment A). 
 
Senator Allen, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1244. 
 
John Flynn, Arizona Fire District Association, testified in support of SB 1244 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee.   
 
Jennifer Stielow, Vice President, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in support of       
SB 1244. 
 

Senator Driggs moved SB 1244 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Driggs moved the 6-page Pierce amendment dated 2/5/16 at 11:29 a.m. 
(Attachment A) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Driggs moved SB 1244 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1     
(Attachment 1). 
 

SB 1166 – service animals; certification; registration; identification – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jessica Newland, Natural Resources Committee Intern, explained SB 1166 and the 5-line 
McGuire amendment dated 2/2/16 at 2:54 p.m. (Attachment B). 
 
Senator McGuire, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1166. 
 
Brian Daugherty, Arizona Golden, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1166. 
 
Timothy Mullen, representing himself, introduced his dog Garth and testified in opposition to           
SB 1166. 
 
Denise Wetzler, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1166. 
 
Todd House, Pinal County Supervisor District 5, Treasurer, Paws for Life, representing 
himself, testified in support of SB 1166. 
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Tuni House, President, Paws for Life, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1166. 
 
SuAnne Pinoniemi, representing herself, introduced her service dog Gracie and testified in support 
of SB 1166. 
 
Barbara Brandt, Trainer, Paws for Life testified in support of SB 1166. 
 
Robyn Abels, Executive Director, Power Paws Assistants Dogs, testified in opposition to           
SB 1166. 
 
Jane Harrington, representing herself, introduced her husband’s service dog Bailey and testified in 
support of SB 1166. 
 
Wendy Enos, representing herself, introduced her service dog Cubby and testified in opposition to      
SB 1166. 
 
Cheryl Chase, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1166. 
 
Daniel Romney, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1166. 
 
Senator Pierce read a letter into the record from State Representative Bob Thorpe, (Attachment C) 
stating that he was in support of SB 1166. 
 

Senator Driggs moved SB 1166 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Driggs moved the 5-line McGuire amendment dated 2/2/16 at 2:54 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Driggs moved SB 1166 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1     
(Attachment 2). 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
John G. Byrne, Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Jessica Newland, Natural Resources Committee Intern, introduced John G. Byrne, Nicole Frost 
and Sarah Heinrich as nominees to the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board and gave 
an overview of the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board. 
 
John G. Byrne gave an overview of his resume. 
 

Senator Driggs moved the Committee on Natural Resources recommend to the 
full Senate the CONFIRMATION of John G. Byrne as a member of the Arizona 
State Veterinary Medical Examining Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call 
vote of   6-0-1 (Attachment 3). 
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Nicole Frost, Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Nicole Frost gave an overview of her resume. 
 

Senator Driggs moved the Committee on Natural Resources recommend to the 
full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Nicole Frost as a member of the Arizona State 
Veterinary Medical Examining Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 
6-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
Sarah Heinrich, Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Sarah Heinrich gave an overview of her resume. 
 

Senator Driggs moved the Committee on Natural Resources recommend to the 
full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Sarah Heinrich as a member of the Arizona 
State Veterinary Medical Examining Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call 
vote of     6-0-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 

 
SB 1344 – agriculture omnibus – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Kaitlyn Neff, Natural Resources Committee Analyst explained SB 1344 and the 6-line Pierce 
amendment dated 2/5/16 at 10:49 a.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Sandy Bahr, Chapter Director, Sierra Club, Grand Canyon Chapter, testified in opposition to     
SB 1344. 
 
Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattlemen’s Association, testified in support of SB 1344. 
 

Senator Driggs moved SB 1344 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Driggs moved the 6-line Pierce amendment dated 2/5/16 at 10:49 a.m. 
(Attachment D) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Driggs moved 1344 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2     
(Attachment 6).   
 

SB 1347 – county dust control; residential property – DO PASS 
 
Jessica Newland, Natural Resources Committee Intern, explained SB 1347. 
 
Senator Farnsworth, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1347. 
 
John Burns, US Army Veteran, representing himself, distributed and explained a handout entitled 
“Maricopa County Air Quality Department, 2016 Air Quality Fee Schedule” (Attachment E)  Mr. Burns 
testified in support of SB 1347. 
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Daniel Romm, County Supervisors Association, testified in opposition to SB 1347.    
 

Senator Driggs moved SB 1347 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 7). 
 

Senator McGuire explained her vote. 
 

SB 1361 – G&F; heritage fund; expenditures – DO PASS 
 
Jessica Newland, Natural Resources Committee Intern, explained SB 1361. 
 
Senator Griffin, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1361. 
 
Sandy Bahr, Chapter Director, Sierra Club, Grand Canyon Chapter, testified in opposition to       
SB 1361. 
 
Russell Smoldon, The Nature Conservancy, testified as neutral to SB 1361. 
 
Elizabeth Woodin, Board President, Heritage Fund Alliance, distributed and explained a handout 
entitled “Statement to Senate Natural Resources Committee re: SB 1361” (Attachment F). 
 
Jim deVos, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management, representing himself, testified in support of 
SB 1361. 
 
Jorge Canaca, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Game and Fish Department, testified in support of   
SB 1361. 
 
Kurt Davis, Chairman, Arizona Game and Fish Commission, testified in support of SB 1361. 
 
Bob Hernbrode, Tucson Audubon, testified in opposition to SB 1361. 
 

Senator Shooter moved SB 1361 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 8). 
 

SB 1371 – natural resource conservation division; appropriation – DO PASS 
 
Kaitlyn Neff, Natural Resources Committee Analyst, explained SB 1371. 
 
Steven Barker, Executive Director, Arizona Association Conservation Districts, distributed and 
explained a handout entitled “Arizona Revised Statutes Title 37–Public Lands” (Attachment G).        
Mr. Barker testified in support of SB 1371. 
 

Senator Shooter moved SB 1371 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 9). 
 
 
 
  



  Committee on Natural Resources 
 February 8, 2016 

 6   

Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items     
(Attachment H). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Toy Brown 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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