
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
52ND LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT  

 
DATE:  February 3, 2016 TIME:   2:00 P.M. ROOM:  SHR3 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator John Kavanagh VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Sylvia Allen 

  
ANALYST: Robin Hillyard   

 
 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Burges X   SB 1256 DPA 
Senator Contreras X   SB 1257 DPA 
Senator Meza X   SB 1263 DP 
Senator Quezada X   SB 1266 DP 
Senator Smith X   SB 1281 DP 
Senator Allen, Vice-Chairman X   SB 1282 DP 
Senator Kavanagh, Chairman X   SB 1284 DP 

   
 

 
 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS
   

Name Position Recommendation 

Thomas N. Foster Member, Arizona Historical Society Board CONFIRMATION 
Denielle Patterson Member, Arizona Historical Society Board CONFIRMATION 
James A. Snitzer Member, Arizona Historical Society Board CONFIRMATION 
Marshall I. Trimble Member, Arizona Historical Society Board CONFIRMATION 
Mark D. Ziska Member, State Personnel Board CONFIRMATION 
Kevin S. Donnellan Member, State Personnel Board CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Kavanagh called the meeting to order at 2:17 p.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Kavanagh stated that without objection, the minutes of January 27, 2016 
were approved.  

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Thomas N. Foster – Member, Arizona Historical Society Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, gave an overview of the Arizona Historical 
Society Board and the resume of Thomas N. Foster.  
 
Thomas N. Foster reviewed his resume. 
 

Senator Allen moved the Government Committee recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Thomas N. Foster as a Member of the Arizona Historical 
Society Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
Denielle Patterson – Member, Arizona Historical Society Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, gave an overview of the resume of Denielle 
Patterson.  
 
Denielle Patterson reviewed her resume. 
 

Senator Allen moved the Government Committee recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Denielle Patterson as a Member of the Arizona Historical 
Society Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
James A. Snitzer – Member, Arizona Historical Society Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, gave an overview of the resume of James A. 
Snitzer.  
 
James A. Snitzer reviewed his resume. 
 

Senator Allen moved the Government Committee recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of James A. Snitzer as a Member of the Arizona Historical Society 
Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
Marshall I. Trimble – Member, Arizona Historical Society Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, gave an overview of the resume of Marshall I. 
Trimble.  
 
Marshall I. Trimble reviewed his resume. 
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Senator Allen moved the Government Committee recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Marshall I. Trimble as a Member of the Arizona Historical 
Society Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
Mark D. Ziska – Member, State Personnel Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, gave an overview of the State Personnel Board 
and the resume of Mark D. Ziska.  
 
Mark D. Ziska reviewed his resume. 
 

Senator Allen moved the Government Committee recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Mark D. Ziska as a Member of the State Personnel Board. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
Kevin S. Donnellan – Member, State Personnel Board – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, gave an overview of the resume of Kevin S. 
Donnellan.  
 
Kevin S. Donnellan reviewed his resume. 
 

Senator Allen moved the Government Committee recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Kevin S. Donnellan as a Member of the State Personnel 
Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1282 - public records; unduly burdensome requests – DO PASS 
 
Robin Hillyard, Government Committee Analyst, explained SB 1282. 
 
Steve Moore, City Attorney, City of Yuma, testified in support of SB 1282 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Dale Wiebusch, League of Arizona Cities & Towns, testified in support of SB 1282 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Allen moved SB 1282 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 7). 

 
Senators Contreras, Meza, Quezada, Smith and Allen explained their votes. 
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SB 1257 - misconduct involving weapons; public places – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jeffrey Ong, Government Committee Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1257, the 4-line Kavanagh 
amendment dated 02/01/16 at 2:55 p.m. (Attachment B) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Dave Kopp, Arizona Citizens Defense League, testified in support of SB 1257 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
John MacDonald, Maricopa Special Healthcare District, testified in opposition to SB 1257 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dale Wiebusch, League of Arizona Cities & Towns, testified in opposition to SB 1257 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Rick Dalton, Constitutional Sheriffs & Peace Officers Association, testified in support of SB 1257 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Allen moved SB 1257 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Allen moved the 4-line Kavanagh amendment dated 02/01/16 at 2:55 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Allen moved SB 1257 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Contreras, Quezada, Smith, Allen and Kavanagh explained their votes. 
 
SB 1266 - firearms; state preemption; penalties – DO PASS 
 
Alex Vidal, Commerce and Workforce Development Committee Analyst, explained SB 1266. 
 
Dave Kopp, Arizona Citizens Defense League, stated he would stand for questions from members 
of the Committee. 
 
Dan Reed, National Rifle Association, testified in support of SB 1266 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Dale Wiebusch, League of Arizona Cities & Towns, testified in opposition to SB 1266. 
 
Senator Allen noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Allen moved SB 1266 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 9). 

 
Senators Quezada, Smith and Kavanagh explained their votes. 
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SB 1281 - animal cruelty; classification – DO PASS 
 
Stephanie Holford, Government Committee Intern, explained SB 1281. 
 
Rebecca Baker, Legislative Liaison, Maricopa County Attorney's Office, testified in support of 
SB 1281 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattlemen's Association, testified in opposition to SB 1281 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kathleen Mayer, Legislative Liaison, Pima County Attorney's Office, testified in support of        
SB 1281. 
 

Senator Allen moved SB 1281 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 10). 

 
Senators Burges and Allen explained their votes. 
 
SB 1284 - public accommodation; services; civil actions – DO PASS (Continued) 
 
Robin Hillyard, Government Committee Analyst, explained SB 1284. 
 
Senator Kavanagh stated that the Committee would now hear SB 1263 and return to SB 1284 
afterward. 
 
SB 1263 - county seal; use; violation – DO PASS 
 
Robin Hillyard, Government Committee Analyst, explained SB 1263. 
 
Senator McGuire, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1263. 
 
Michael Pastor, Chairman, Gila County Supervisors, testified in support of SB 1263. 
 

Senator Allen moved SB 1263 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 11). 

 
SB 1284 - public accommodation; services; civil actions – DO PASS 
 
Robin Hillyard, Government Committee Analyst, further explained SB 1284. 
 
Sarah Kader, Staff Attorney, Arizona Center for Disability Law, testified in opposition to SB 1284. 
 
Ellen Katz, William E. Morris Institute for Justice, distributed a memo entitled “Please Vote No on 
SB 1284” (Attachment C) and testified in opposition to SB 1284. 
 
Larry Wanger, Director, Arizona Statewide Independent Living Council, registered as neutral on 
SB 1284 and explained problems with the bill. 
 
Phil Pangrazio, Ability360, testified in opposition to SB 1284. 
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Senator Allen moved SB 1284 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 12). 

 
Senators Contreras, Meza, Quezada, Smith, Allen and Kavanagh explained their votes. 
 
SB 1256 - drug lab remediation; assayers; repeal – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Robin Hillyard, Government Committee Analyst, explained SB 1256 and the 2-page Kavanagh 
amendment dated 02/02/16 at 12:44 p.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Steven Moortel, Lewis, Roca Rothberger, representing the Arizona State Board of Technical 
Registration, testified in support of SB 1256. 
 
Melissa Cornelius, Executive Director, Arizona State Board of Technical Registration, stated 
she was available for questions from the Committee. 
 
Jeremy Browning, Licensed & Registered Assayers of Arizona, testified in opposition to           
SB 1256. 
 

Senator Allen moved SB 1256 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Allen moved the 2-page Kavanagh amendment dated 02/02/16 at        
12:44 p.m. (Attachment D) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Allen moved SB 1256 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 13). 

 
Senators Contreras and Quezada explained their votes. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items (Attachment A). 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:59 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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