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Chairman Driggs called the meeting to order at 9:38 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
 
Senator Driggs introduced staff as follows (Attachment A): 
 

• Amber Witter, Judiciary Committee Analyst  
• Alexandria Saquella, Judiciary Committee Intern 
• Shelley Ponce, Committee Secretary 
• Garth Kamp, Majority Policy Advisor  
• Lisette Flores, Policy Advisor for Democratic Caucus  
• Ana Licona, Democratic Policy Staff Intern 
• Mihaila Tuba, Committee Page 
• Rebecca Asher, Committee Page 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1242 – attorney general; initiation of action – DO PASS 
 
Alexandria Saquella, Judiciary Committee Intern, explained SB 1242. 
 
Senator Griffin, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1242. 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Attorney General's Office, testified in support 
of SB 1242. 
 
John Lopez, Solicitor General, Arizona Attorney General's Office, testified in support of SB 1242 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1242 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
Senators Contreras, Quezada and Driggs explained their votes. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Jonathan Paton – Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Alexandria Saquella, Judiciary Committee Intern, gave an overview of the Commission on 
Appellate Court Appointments and the resume of Jonathan Paton.  
 
Jonathan Paton reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Barto moved the Judiciary Committee recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Jonathan Paton as a Member of the Commission on Appellate 
Court Appointments. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 
(Attachment 2). 

 
Senators Dalessandro and Quezada explained their votes. 
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CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1214 – criminal trials; location – DO PASS 
 
Alexandria Saquella, Judiciary Committee Intern, explained SB 1214. 
 
Kimberly MacEachern, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ Advisory Council, testified in support of 
SB 1214. 
 
Senator Smith, bill sponsor, stated he was available for questions. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1214 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
SB 1293 – mediation; confidential communications; exception – DO PASS 
 
Amber Witter, Judiciary Committee Analyst, explained SB 1293. 
 
Amy Love, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Supreme Court, testified in support of SB 1293. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1293 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB 1297 – paternity; preliminary injunction – DO PASS 
 
Amber Witter, Judiciary Committee Analyst, explained SB 1297 and the 4-line Driggs amendment 
dated 01/27/16 at 3:26 p.m. (Attachment B). Ms. Witter explained that the amendment would not be 
offered. 
 
Senator Driggs stated that the 4-line Driggs amendment dated 01/27/16 at 3:26 p.m. (Attachment B) 
would not be offered. 
 
Amy Love, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Supreme Court, testified in support of SB 1293 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1297 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items (Attachment C). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned 10:41 a.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Shelley Ponce 
       Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio archives are 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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