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State of Corrections 
        Director Charles Ryan 
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Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
  
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
  
Toy Brown, Committee Secretary 
 
Senator Smith asked for roll call to be taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Smith stated that without objection, the minutes of January 20, 2016 were  
approved.  
 

Opening Remarks 
 
Senator Smith gave opening remarks and stated the order of the agenda. 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
State of Corrections 
 
Charles Ryan, Director, Department of Corrections, distributed and explained a Powerpoint 
presentation entitled “Arizona Department of Corrections Overview” (Attachment A).  Director Ryan 
displayed charts of the prisons in Arizona and gave an overview of the differences between the 
prisons.  Director Ryan answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jake Gable, Finance Administrator, Arizona Department of Corrections, answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Director Ryan continued with the Powerpoint presentation and answered additional questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Mike Dolny, Research Unit, Arizona Department of Corrections, answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Director Ryan displayed an additional chart showing upcoming correctional facility and answered 
additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1126 – prisoner transition program; eligibility; termination - HELD 
 
Senator Smith announced that SB 1126 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1247 -  prisoners; community reentry; work program – DO PASS 
 
Alex Vidal, Public Safety, Military and Technology Committee Analyst, explained SB 1247. 
 
Senator Smith, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1247. 
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Charles Ryan, Director, Arizona Department of Corrections, further explained SB 1247.       
Director Ryan testified in support of SB 1247 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Donna Hamm, Executive Director, Middle Ground, testified as neutral to SB 1247. 
 
Director Ryan answered additional questions regarding Ms. Hamm’s testimony. 
 
Ms. Hamm answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1247 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-0 (Attachment 1). 
 

SB 1246 – corrections department; revolving fund uses – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Alex Vidal, Public Safety, Military and Technology Committee Analyst, explained SB 1246 and 
the 3-line Smith amendment dated 1/26/16 at 12:51 p.m. (Attachment B). 
 
Art Harding, Arizona Department of Corrections, testified in support of SB 1246 and the 
amendment.  Mr. Harding further explained the amendment. 
 

Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1246 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Kavanagh moved the 3-line Smith amendment dated 1/26/16 at 12:51 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1246 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-0    
(Attachment 2). 
  

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Richard K. Walker, Member, Law Enforcement Merit System Council- CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Jacqueline Thomas, Public Safety, Military and Technology Committee Intern, introduced 
Richard K. Walker as the nominee for the Law Enforcement Merit System Council and gave an 
overview of his resume.   
 
Richard K. Walker gave an overview of his resume. 
 

Senator Kavanagh moved the Committee on Public Safety, Military and 
Technology recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of                 
Richard K. Walker as a member of the Law Enforcement Merit System Council.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-0 (Attachment 3). 
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Eddie Cook, Member, Information Technology Authorization Committee - CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Jacqueline Thomas, Public Safety, Military and Technology Committee Intern, introduced    
Eddie Cook as the nominee for the Information Technology Authorization Committee and gave an 
overview of his resume. 
 
Eddie Cook gave an overview of his resume. 
 

Senator Kavanagh moved the Committee on Public Safety, Military and 
Technology recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Eddie Cook as a 
member of the Information Technology Authorization Committee. The motion 
CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1017 – municipal service access cards; requirements – DO PASS 
 
Robin Hillyard, Government Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1017. 
 
Senator Kavanagh, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1017. 
 
John Wayne Gonzales, Legislative Liaison, City of Phoenix, distributed and explained a handout 
entitled “Municipal Services Cards” (Attachment C).  Mr. Gonzales testified in opposition to SB 1017 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Tomas Robles, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1017. 
 
Francisca Porchas, Organizing Director, Puente Human Rights Movement, Phoenix, testified in 
opposition to SB 1017 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jim Waring, Councilman, City of Phoenix, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1017. 
 
Viri Hernandez, One Phoenix Coalition, testified in opposition to SB 1017. 
 
Jessica Rubio, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1017. 
 
Heather Hamel, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1017 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Hernandez further testified on SB 1017. 
 
Ms. Hamel further testified on SB 1017. 
 
Vince Anselmo, Riders USA, testified in support of SB 1017. 
  

Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1017 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-0 (Attachment 5). 
 

Senator McGuire explained her vote. 
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SB 1159 – juvenile commitment; dependent; incorrigible children – DO PASS 
 
Jacqueline Thomas, Public Safety, Military and Technology Committee Intern, explained         
SB 1159. 
 
Matt Contorelli, Department of Juvenile Corrections, further explained SB 1159. 
  

Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1159 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-0 (Attachment 6). 
 

SB 1162 – alarm industry; fingerprint requirements – DO PASS 
 
Alex Vidal, Public Safety, Military and Technology Analyst, explained SB 1162. 
 
Senator Kavanagh, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1162. 
 

Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1162 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-0 (Attachment 7). 
 

Senator Smith explained his vote. 
 

Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items   
(Attachment D). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Toy Brown 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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