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Chairman Shooter called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
OPENING STATEMENTS 
 
Senator Shooter made opening statements and explained the rules of decorum. 
 
AGENCY PRESENTATIONS 
  
Universities 
  
Matt Beienburg, Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) Staff, distributed and explained a 
presentation entitled “Universities” (Attachment A). 
 
Matt Gress, JLBC Staff, continued to explain the funding of the state universities. Mr. Gress 
explained the JLBC Baseline Budget and the Executive Budget for the universities. Mr. Gress 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Eileen Klein, President, Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR), distributed and explained a handout 
entitled “Board of Regents Arizona’s Public Universities” (Attachment B). Ms. Klein explained a new 
funding formula that ABOR has proposed and the universities have approved. Ms. Klein answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Michael Crow, President, Arizona State Universities (ASU), gave an overview of ASU tuition, 
funding and the funding formula proposed by ABOR. Mr. Crow answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Dr. Rita Cheng, President, Northern Arizona University (NAU), distributed and explained a 
handout entitled “Northern Arizona University 2016-2017 Fiscal Outlook” (Attachment C). Dr. Cheng 
gave an overview of NAU tuition, funding and the funding formula proposed by ABOR. Dr. Cheng 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Ann Hart, President, University of Arizona (UA), distributed and explained a brochure entitled 
“The University of Arizona Investing in Arizona Students” (Attachment D). Dr. Hart talked about the 
ABOR formula that works for all involved and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jay Heiler, Chairman, ABOR, gave an overview of the scope of higher education and the need to 
support it. 
 
Randy Parraz, representing himself, testified regarding the need to fully fund education. 
 
Dianne Post, East Maricopa County NAACP, testified in support of more funding for education and 
no more budget cuts. 
 
Corina Tapscott, representing herself, testified in support of more funding for education. 
 
Rachael Tashbook, representing herself, testified in support of the ABOR funding plan. 
 
Edgar Ochoa, representing himself, testified in support of more funding for children. 
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Ryan Boyd, representing himself, testified in support of more funding for education and the ABOR 
funding plan. 
 
James Arwood, Students for Affordable Tuition, testified regarding the need for education funding 
and in support of the ABOR funding plan. 
 
Ethan Clay, representing himself, testified regarding the need for more funding for the universities. 
 
Carolyn O’Connor, representing herself, testified regarding funding education not prisons. 
 
Mitchell Johnston, Students for Affordable Tuition, testified regarding the need for education 
funding and in support of the ABOR funding plan. 
 
Michael Martinez, Director of Government Relations, Arizona Students’ Association, testified 
regarding the need to invest in education and support the ABOR funding plan. 
 
Senator Kavanagh noted the individuals who registered their position on the presentations 
(Attachment E). 
 
Virginia Hauflaire, representing herself, testified regarding the lack of funding for schools. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1143 – internet crimes against children; appropriation – DO PASS 
 
Justin West, Appropriations Committee Intern, explained SB 1143. 
 
Senator Driggs, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1143. 
 
Representative Boyer, further explained SB 1143 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Kavanagh moved SB 1143 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
AGENCY PRESENTATIONS 
 
AHCCCS/Department of Health Services 
 
Jon Stall, JLBC Staff, distributed and explained a handout entitled “AHCCCS and Department of 
Health Services” (Attachment F). Mr. Stall gave an overview of the funding and budget for the Arizona 
Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Patrick Moran, JLBC Staff, gave an overview of the budgeting and savings from moving Behavioral 
Health Services from Department of Health Services to AHCCCS. Mr. Moran answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Tom Betlach, Director, AHCCCS, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Dr. Cara Christ, Director, Department of Health Services (DHS), answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items (Attachment E). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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