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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
52ND LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION  

 
DATE:  January 21, 2016 TIME:   9:00 a.m. ROOM:  SHR 1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Sylvia Allen VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Kimberly Yee 

  
ANALYST: Catcher Baden   

 
 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Begay   X   
Senator Bradley X     
Senator Dial X     
Senator Pancrazi X     
Senator Smith X     
Senator Yee, Vice-Chairman X     
Senator Allen, Chairman X     

 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
State of Education 
 Superintendent Diane Douglas 
Spotlight on School Success 
  
 
 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Name Position Recommendation 

Darin Bargen  Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education     CONFIRMATION 
Jenifer J. Brumbach Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education     CONFIRMATION 
Brian P. Capistran Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education CONFIRMATION 
Jill W. Kohler Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education CONFIRMATION 
Kasandra Urquidez Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education CONFIRMATION 
Edward Vasko Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Senator Allen stated that without objection, the minutes of January 14, 2016 were 
approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
State of Education 
 
Diane Douglas – Superintendent of Public Instruction, Arizona Department of Education, 
distributed and read from a handout entitled “2016 State of Education” (Attachment A). 
Superintendent Douglas gave remarks and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Spotlight on School Success 
 
Greg Milbrandt, Principal, Mountain View High School, gave a brief overview of Mountain View 
High School and its success with the Advanced Placement (AP) program. Mr. Milbrandt introduced 
Hayden Allen, student, and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Hayden Allen, junior student, Mountain View High School, Mesa, Arizona, gave an overview of 
the National Model United Nations simulation and the success of the Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) classes paired with the AP program. Mr. Allen answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Bryanna McDaniel, Education Committee Research Intern, gave a brief overview of the Arizona 
Commission for Postsecondary Education and its nominees. 
 
Darin Bargen – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Darin Bargen, Executive Director, Arizona Automobile Institute (AAI), reviewed his resume and 
gave a brief overview of the AAI. 
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Darin Bargen to the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 1). 

 
Jenifer J. Brumbach – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Jenifer J. Brumbach, Director of Education, East Valley Medical College (EVMC), Mesa, 
Arizona, reviewed her resume and gave a brief overview of the EVMC.  
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Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Jenifer J. Brumbach to the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 2). 

 
Brian P. Capistran – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Brian P. Capistran, Superintendent, Glendale Union High School District, reviewed his resume.  
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Brian P. Capistran to the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 3). 

 
Jill W. Kohler – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Jill W. Kohler, Owner, Penrose Academy, reviewed her resume.  
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Jill W. Kohler to the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 4). 

 
Kasandra Urquidez – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Kasandra Urquidez, Vice President, Enrollment Management and Student Affairs 
Advancement, also Dean, Undergraduate Admission, University of Arizona, reviewed her 
resume.  
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Kasandra Urquidez to the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 5). 

 
Edward Vasko – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION  
   RECOMMENDED 
 
Edward Vasko, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Terra Verde, reviewed his resume and gave a brief 
overview of Terra Verde.  
 

Senator Yee moved that the Senate Education Committee recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Edward Vasko to the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 
(Attachment 6). 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Imee L. Andrew 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio archives are 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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