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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.C.M. 1013

rulemaking; el ectric generating units; opposition

Purpose

Expresses the Legislature’s opposition of the Clean Power Plan Proposed Rules that
exceed the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) authority and encourages Arizona' s
Governor and Attorney General to defend against overreaching regulations.

Background

Federal air quality standards are set by the EPA Administrator for criteria pollutants
considered harmful to the public health and environment. The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires the
EPA to develop regulations for sources of air pollution that may endanger public health or
welfare. Section 111(d) of the CAA requires states to develop plans for existing sources of
noncriteria pollutants (i.e., a pollutant for which there is no national ambient air quality standard)
whenever EPA promulgates a standard for a new source (Section 111, 42 U.S.C. § 7411).

On June 2, 2014, the EPA established the Clean Power Plan Proposed Rule which aims to
reduce nationwide carbon emissions by 30 percent from the 2005 levels. The proposal
establishes an interim goal states must meet for average carbon dioxide emission levels from
2020-2029 and a final goal states must meet by 2030. The EPA has outlined four sets of
measures — or “building blocks’ — to achieve reduction requirements: 1) make fossil fuel power
plants more efficient; 2) use more low-emitting power sources, 3) use more zero- and low-
emitting power sources; and 4) use electricity more efficiently. States are required to develop
plans to reduce carbon dioxide from existing fossil fuel fired power plants. States have until June
2016 to submit an implementation plan, although the EPA may extend the deadline to June 2017
if legidlative approval is necessary and June 2018 for states undertaking a multistate approach for
achieving compliance. Arizona has the second highest goal in the nation, next to Washington, at
52 percent reduction (Www.epa.gov).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidlation.

Provisions

1. Urgesthe U.S. Congress to oppose the implementation of rulesfor:
a) existing electric generating units that exceed EPA’s legal of the CAA and interfere with
Arizona's right to regulate electricity and ensure an affordable and reliable supply of
electricity for its citizens; and
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b) new or existing electric generating units that do not recognize the state's primary role in
establishing and implementing plans to achieve emissions reductions for existing units
under the CAA.

2. Encourages the U.S. Congress to exercise oversight over the EPA to ensure that the state’s
primary role in establishing and implementing rules under the CAA is respected.

3. Requests the Governor and the Attorney General Arizona to take appropriate actions to
uphold Arizona's responsibilities with respect to the CAA and defend against overreaching
regulations.

4. Requiresthe Secretary of State to transmit copies of this memorial as directed.

Amendments Adopted By Committee

e Correctsatypographical error in the resolution.

Senate Action
WE 2/2/2015 DPA 6-1-0
Prepared by Senate Research
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