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Purpose 
 

Allows a county or state officer or employee to serve in the office of precinct 
committeeman. 
 
Background 
 

According to statute, the minimum duties of a precinct committeeman are to assist the 
political party in voter registration and to assist the voters of the political party to vote on 
election days (A.R.S. § 16-822). Additional duties of precinct committeemen are provided for in 
the state committee bylaws of each political party. At a primary election, the members of a 
political party entitled to representation residing in each precinct must choose one of their 
members as a county precinct committeeman, and the members must choose one additional 
precinct committeeman for every 125 voters, or other major proportion, registered in the party in 
the precinct (A.R.S. § 16-821). Any member of a recognized political party who is a registered 
voter in the precinct is eligible to seek the office of precinct committeeman of that party in that 
precinct (A.R.S. § 16-822).  

 
In 1939, Congress approved the federal Hatch Act (Act) for the purposes of ensuring that 

federal programs are administered in a nonpartisan fashion, to protect federal employees from 
political coercion in the workplace and to ensure that federal employees are advanced based on 
merit rather than political affiliation. The Act provides limitations with regard to the political 
activities of federal employees, employees of the District of Columbia and certain employees of 
state and local governments who work with federally funded programs.  

 
 Similarly, statute provides limitations with regard to the political activities of state 
employees. State employees are prohibited from engaging in specified political activities while 
on duty, in uniform or at public expense, with certain exceptions. Additionally, statute prohibits 
state employees from being a member of a national, state or local committee of a political party, 
an officer or chairperson of a committee of a partisan political club, a candidate for nomination 
or election of any paid public office, or from holding any paid elective public office, including 
serving as a precinct committeeman. However, state employees are permitted to serve as a 
member of the governing board of a common high school district or as a member of a 
community college district governing board (A.R.S. § 41-752). A state employee who violates 
the aforementioned prohibitions is guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor (A.R.S. § 41-752). Employee 
is defined as all officers and employees of this state, whether in covered service or uncovered 
service, unless otherwise prescribed (A.R.S. § 41-741). 
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 There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Allows a county or state employee or officer to serve in the office of precinct committeeman. 

 
2. Makes technical changes. 

 
3. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
House Action 
 
GHE  2/12/15     DPA     8-0-0-1 
3rd Read  2/26/15       54-3-3-0 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
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