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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session
FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2519

relocation of child; parenting plans

Purpose

Reduces the mileage in which parents who seek to relocate with a child must provide
advanced written notice to the other parent. Exempts certain people from the requirement,
related to protected addresses.

Background

Currently, if both parents are entitled to joint legal decision-making or unsupervised
parenting time and reside in Arizona, a parent who wishes to relocate a child outside the state or
more than 100 miles within the state must provide the other parent at least 60 days advance
written notice (qualifying relocation). Statute requires the court to sanction a parent who,
without good cause, does not comply with the notification requirement. A parent with sole legal
decision-making or joint legal decision-making but primary residence of a child may temporarily
relocate with the child in less than 60 days after written notice has been given if circumstances of
health, safety or employment of that parent require the relocation in less time. A parent who
shares joint legal decision-making and substantially equal parenting time, however, may
temporarily relocate in those situations only if both parents execute a written agreement
permitting the relocation (A.R.S. § 25-408).

Within 30 days after the notice is provided, the nonmoving parent may petition the court
to prevent the child’s relocation. When a petition is filed, statute requires the court to determine
whether to allow the parent to relocate the child in accordance with the child’s best interests; the
burden of proving what is in the child’s best interests is on the parent who is seeking to relocate
the child. The court must consider all relevant factors in determining the child's best interests,
including specific factors listed in statute, such as the effect of the relocation on the child’'s
emotional, physical or developmental needs (A.R.S. § 25-408).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidation.

Provisions

1. Requires at least 45 days, instead of 60 days, advance written notice of a qualifying
relocation.

2. Requires a parent to provide the notification if the parent is proposing to relocate the child
more than 30 miles within the state, rather than 100 miles.
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3. Applies the relocation notification requirement to situations in which the other parent has
supervised parenting time.

4. Exemptsthe following situations from the in-state notice requirements:
a) the court has granted a request to protect the residential address of the moving party
pursuant to court rule;
b) the addressis statutorily protected because of its status as a domestic violence shelter; or
c) the party isaparticipant in the Address Confidentiality Program.

5. Gives the nonmoving parent 21 days, rather than 30 days, after notice is made to petition the
court to prevent relocation of the child.

6. Adds eviction as areason a parent may temporarily relocate with a child in less than 45 days
after written notice is given.

7. Requires parenting plans to include a procedure by which relocation of a child with either
parent may be mediated or resolved.

House Action
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