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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2488 
 

housing assistance; seriously mentally ill 
 
Purpose 
 

Allows monies from the Seriously Mentally Ill Housing Trust Fund (Fund) to be spent on 
rental assistance for seriously mentally ill (SMI) persons. 
 
Background 
 

Statute defines seriously mentally ill as persons who, as a result of a mental disorder, 
exhibit emotional or behavioral functioning which is so impaired as to interfere substantially 
with their capacity to remain in the community without supportive treatment or services of a 
long-term or indefinite duration. In these persons mental disability is severe and persistent, 
resulting in a long-term limitation of their functional capacities for primary activities of daily 
living such as interpersonal relationships, homemaking, self-care, employment and recreation 
(A.R.S. § 36-550).  
 

According to the Arizona Department of Health Services (DHS), DHS, Division of 
Behavioral Health Services and Tribal and Regional Behavioral Health authorities worked 
collaboratively to ensure a variety of housing options and support services are available to assist 
SMI individuals to live as independently as possible.  
 

Laws 2011, Chapter 28, Section 4, created the Fund and requires the monies from the 
Fund to be spent solely for housing projects for SMI persons. The Fund consists of monies 
received from the sale of unclaimed property and interest income. Under current statute, the first 
$2 million in unclaimed property collections are distributed to the Fund (A.R.S. § 44-313). At 
the end of FY 2014 the fund had a balance of $2.8 billion.  
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Allows Fund monies to be spent on rental assistance for SMI persons, in addition to housing 

projects, until January 1, 2018. 
 

2. Makes technical changes. 
 

3. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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Amendments Adopted by Committee 
 
• Limits the use of Fund monies for rental assistance until January 1, 2018.  
 
House Action      Senate Action 
 
CFA   2/9/15     DPA     8-0-1  HHS  3/18/15     DPA     5-0-2 
3rd Read 2/19/15     57-0-3 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
March 19, 2015 
EM/JK/ls 
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