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schools; regional service centers 

 
Purpose 
 
 Requires county school superintendents to jointly operate regional service centers. 
 
Background 
 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) established the Race to 
the Top program, which provided $4.35 billion in competitive grants for states. Race to the Top 
encouraged and rewarded states for areas of improvement including: 1) closing achievement 
gaps; 2) ensuring student preparation for success in college and careers; and 3) implementing 
plans in core education reform areas (U.S. Department of Education). 

 
Funds from Race to the Top were awarded in three phases, with Arizona receiving 

approximately $25 million in phase three. In 2011, the Governor’s Office of Education 
Innovation was created and found that regional education centers needed additional support to 
facilitate the transition to college and career-ready standards and assessment, $2.5 million was 
used to open and support regional education centers (Arizona Department of Education). 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  
 

Provisions 
 
1. Requires county school superintendents to jointly operate regional service centers. 

 
2. Defines high priority initiatives and regional service centers. 

 
3. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
House Action 
 
ED  2/4/15     DP     7-0-0-0-0-0 
3rd Read 2/12/15     58-0-2-0-0 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
March 10, 2015 
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