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wrongful death actions; disqualified parties 

 
Purpose 
 

Prohibits a person from recovering wrongful death benefits if the person caused the death 
of the decedent.  
 
Background 
 
 A person is entitled to maintain an action for wrongful death when the death of a person 
is caused by a wrongful act, neglect or default and the act, neglect or default would have entitled 
the injured party to recover damages if death had not ensued. The person or the corporation that 
would have been liable if the death had not ensued is liable for damages (A.R.S. § 12-611). 
  

An action for wrongful death may be brought by the surviving husband, wife, child, 
parent or guardian or personal representative of the deceased or, if none of these survive, on 
behalf of the decedent’s estate (A.R.S. § 12-612).  

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
 

Provisions 
 
1. Treats a person as predeceased and disqualifies the person from recovering wrongful death 

benefits if the person has plead or is found guilty of, plead guilty except insane for or no 
contest to the following offenses: 
a) first degree murder involving the death of the decedent; 
b) second degree murder involving death of the decedent; 
c) manslaughter involving the death of the decedent; or 
d) child abuse involving death of the child decedent. 

 
2. Specifies the disqualifying effect applies to an offense committed in another jurisdiction that 

has the same elements of the offenses listed and, if committed in Arizona, would be a 
violation of any of the offenses listed above. 

 
3. Makes technical and conforming changes. 
 
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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