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Purpose 
 

Prohibits the state and political subdivisions from using resources to enforce, administer 
or cooperate with presidential executive orders or U.S. Department of Justice policy directives. 

 
Background 
 

Article II, Section 3 of the Arizona Constitution states that Arizona may exercise its 
sovereign authority to restrict the actions of its personnel and the use of its financial resources to 
purposes that are consistent with the Constitution by passing initiatives or referendums, passing 
bills or pursuing other available legal remedies. If the state exercises this authority, the state and 
its political subdivisions are prohibited from using any personnel or financial resources to 
enforce, administer or cooperate with the federal action or program (Arizona Constitution Article 
II, Section 3).  

 
Executive orders, while not formally defined, are understood to mean directives and 

actions issued by the President of the United States on authority derived from the Constitution or 
statute that have the force and effect of law. The United States Department of Justice (DOJ) is a 
federal agency that is headed by the U.S. Attorney General. The DOJ controls all criminal 
prosecutions and civil suits in which the United States has an interest and controls federal law 
enforcement (justice.gov). 

 
The fiscal impact of this legislation to the state General Fund is unknown at this time.  
 

Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits the state and political subdivisions from using any personnel or financial resources 

to enforce, administer or cooperate with a presidential executive order if the order has not 
been affirmed by the U.S. Congress and signed into law. 

2. Prohibits the state and political subdivisions from using any personnel or financial resources 
to enforce, administer or cooperate with a policy directive issued by the U.S. DOJ to Arizona 
law enforcement agencies if the order has not been affirmed by the U.S. Congress and signed 
into law. 

3. Allows the prohibitions to be waived on a case-by-case basis by either a vote of the 
Legislature while in session or affirmation of the Governor, President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives while the Legislature is not in session. 

4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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