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ASRS; disability program 

 
Purpose 
 

Updates language to align with the statutory definition of disability by removing “total” 
from statute. 
         
Background 
 

Arizona State Retirement System (ASRS) is a defined benefit plan providing retirement, 
health and long-term disability benefits to Arizona’s public servants in government and 
education.  A member’s ASRS benefits are determined by a formula based on years of service 
and average salary.   

 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-797-07, the Long Term Disability (LTD) program benefits are 

not to exceed two-thirds of a member’s monthly compensation with a minimum compensation of 
$50 a month.  Benefit eligibility is determined by percentage of social security disability 
benefits, date of LTD, cost of living adjustments, attorney fees to secure disability benefits and 
service in the armed forces. LTD benefits are available after six consecutive months of disability.   

 
Objective medical evidence is required to qualify for LTD benefits.  Members are 

considered to have a disability if during the first 30 months of the qualifying disability the 
member cannot perform position duties or if the member has received 24 months of LTD 
benefits within a five year period and are unable to perform work for compensation. 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
 

Provisions 
 
1. Updates language to align with the statutory definition of disability by removing “total” from 

statute. 
 

2. Makes technical changes. 
 
3. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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House Action 
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