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Purpose 
 

Provides certain specified exemptions for violations of misconduct involving weapons 
related to carrying concealed weapons in public establishments or public events. 
 
Background 
 

Statute provides numerous acts that are designated as misconduct involving weapons. A 
person who knowingly enters a public establishment or attends a public event while carrying a 
deadly weapon, unless authorized by law, commits misconduct involving weapons, if that person 
does not remove the weapon after a reasonable request has been made by the operator or sponsor 
of the event or establishment that the person remove their weapon and place it in temporary and 
secure storage. Such misconduct is classified as a class 1 misdemeanor. Persons at shooting 
ranges or shooting events, hunting areas or similar locations or activities are exempt from this 
portion of the misconduct involving weapons law (A.R.S. § 13-3102). 
 

Statute requires the operator or sponsor of a public establishment or public event to 
provide temporary and secure storage if they request that a person carrying a deadly weapon 
must remove their weapon. Storage is required to be readily accessible on entry into the 
establishment or event and the weapon must be immediately retrievable on exit. Public 
establishment means a structure, vehicle or craft that is owned, leased or operated by the state or 
a political subdivision of the state. Public event means a specifically named or sponsored event 
of limited duration that is either conducted by a public entity or conducted by a private entity 
with a permit or license granted by a public entity. 
 

The Department of Public Safety is responsible for issuing permits to carry concealed 
weapons (CCW) to qualified individuals. A CCW permit holder is required to carry the permit 
when in possession of the concealed weapon, in certain circumstances. In order to be qualified 
for a CCW permit, a person must meet certain standards, including the following: 1) be a 
resident of Arizona or be a United States citizen; 2) be 21 years of age or older, or if able to 
provide evidence of current military service or honorable discharge, be 19 years of age or older; 
and 3) be free of felony convictions and indictments, unless the person’s rights have been 
restored (A.R.S. § 13-3112). 
 
 According to JLBC’s fiscal note, this legislation would increase costs to any agency that 
chooses to ban firearms on their premise as the agency would be required to add security 
personnel and screening devices. JLBC estimates that the security costs could range from $400 
to $120,000 per public entrance in the first year with ongoing costs of $56,700 - $113,400 per 



FACT SHEET - Revised 
H.B. 2320 
Page 2 
 
 
year. The Arizona Department Of Administration (ADOA) provided an estimate of $10.0 million 
- $16.9 million in the first year and $9.4 million - $15.7 million per year for each subsequent 
year to provide security for all 80 ADOA-managed buildings within the ADOA Building 
System. According to the Department of Juvenile Corrections (DJC), the salary and related costs 
for a security guard are approximately $56,700 per year. DJC reports that a stationary metal 
detector has a one-time cost of $6,600 and a hand-held metal detector has a one-time cost of 
$400. These figures yield a one-time per door cost of $400-$6,600 and ongoing costs of $56,700 
- $113,400 per door, per year for a public entity that chooses to prohibit firearms on their 
premise. 
 

Local government entities that choose to ban firearms from their facilities would incur 
the same security costs as state agencies. According to JLBC’s fiscal note, Maricopa County 
reports that if firearms are prohibited from all 378 county buildings that currently do not have the 
security features outlined in this legislation, it would cost $47.0 million in ongoing costs and an 
additional $9.0 million in one-time equipment costs. Additionally, the city of Peoria reports that 
this legislation would result in ongoing costs of $1.4 million and one-time costs of $460,000. 
 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Exempts, from misconduct involving weapons, a person who carries a deadly weapon in a 

public establishment other than a vehicle or craft or at a public event and who possesses a 
valid CCW permit. 

 
2. Excludes the following locations from the exemption: 

a) any public establishment or public event that has security personnel and electronic 
weapons screening devices at each entrance or that has security personnel electronically 
screen each person who enters the public establishment or public event to determine if the 
person is carrying a deadly weapon and the security personnel require each person who is 
carrying a deadly weapon to leave the weapon in possession of security personnel while 
in the establishment or at the event; 

b) any community college district in the state or any university under the jurisdiction of the 
Arizona Board of Regents; 

c) any licensed premises of a public establishment or public event with a liquor license; 
d) any educational institution; 
e) any facilities operated by the Arizona State Hospital or a special heath care district 

 
3. Stipulates that the exemption for persons with a CCW permit does not: 

a) relieve or limit an operator of a public establishment or a sponsor of a public event from 
current requirements for providing storage for firearms; or 

b) limit, restrict or prohibit the existing rights of a private property owner, private tenant, 
private employer or private business entity. 

 
4. Makes a technical change. 
 
5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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Revision 
 
• Modifies the fiscal impact statement. 
 
House Action 
 
MAPS   2/12/15     DPA     6-3-0-0 
3rd Read 3/12/15       33-25-2-0 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
March 23, 2015 
CRS/KP/ls 
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