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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
VETOED 

 
FINAL AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2178  
 

technical correction; tax correction 
(NOW: wine consumption) 

 
Purpose 
 

Prohibits the retail purchase, consumption, ingestion or sale of powdered spirituous 
liquor. Allows consumption of wine in a public recreation area or on private property with 
permission of the owner or lessor. 
 
Background 
 

The Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control (DLLC) is charged with 
protecting public safety and supporting economic growth as related to all business dealing with 
spirituous liquor in this state (A.R.S. § 4-111). 

 
Statute prohibits the consumption of alcoholic beverages in public places, thoroughfares 

and gatherings, except for the consumption of beer in a public recreation area or on private 
property with the permission of the owner or lessor. This includes walkways surrounding the 
premises and consumption of beer as part of a licensed special event or festival (A.R.S. § 4-244). 

 
A broken package is any container or spirituous liquor on which the United States tax 

seal has been broken or removed, or from which the cap, cork or seal placed thereupon by the 
manufacturer has been removed (A.R.S. § 4-101). 

 
The United States Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) is responsible for 

developing regulation, analyzing products and ensuring tax and trade compliance with the 
Federal Alcohol Administration Act and the Internal Revenue Code. In April 2014, certain labels 
of powdered alcohol were approved by the TTB. 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits, as a class 6 felony, the retail purchase, consumption, ingestion, sale, offering for 

sale or furnishing of powdered spirituous liquor. 
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2. Allows consumption of wine from a broken package in a public recreation area or on private 

property with permission of the owner or lessor. 
 

3. Makes technical changes. 
 
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
• Prohibits the retail purchase, consumption, ingestion or sale of powdered spirituous liquor. 
 
Governor’s Veto Message 
 

The Governor indicates in his veto message that while it makes sense to monitor the 
impact of new products on public health and safety, at this time there does not appear to be 
evidence that H.B. 2178 is necessary. 
 
House Action 
 
GHE  2/19/15     DPA/SE     9-0-0 
3rd Read 3/3/15             60-0-0 
Final Read  4/1/15             32-26-2 

Senate Action 
  
CWD  3/4/15     DP             7-1-0 
3rd Read 3/31/15  26-3-1 
 

 
Vetoed by Governor 4/14/15 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
April 20, 2015 
DF/KN/jo 
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