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Purpose 
 
 Restructures Arizona’s K-12 education system by requiring school districts and charter 
schools to adopt, prescribe and implement academic standards, assessments, competency 
requirements and other K-12 functions. 
 
Background 
 
 The State Board of Education (SBE) is required to prescribe a minimum course of study 
and adopt academic standards to be taught in the common schools and high schools. The SBE 
must prescribe competency requirements incorporating the academic standards in at least the 
areas of reading, writing, mathematics, science and social studies for the promotion of pupils 
from the third and eighth grade and for the graduation of pupils from high school. In addition, 
the SBE must adopt and annually implement an Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards 
(AIMS) test to measure pupil achievement of the academic standards in reading, writing and 
mathematics in at least four grades designated by the SBE. The AIMS test must be uniform 
throughout the state and scored in an objective manner. In accordance with SBE guidelines, 
school district governing boards (district boards) must prescribe curricula that include the 
academic standards in certain required subject areas. District boards must also prescribe criteria 
for the promotion of pupils from grade to grade in the common schools and criteria for the 
graduation of pupils from high school. These criteria must include accomplishment of academic 
standards as determined by district assessment and may also include other measures of academic 
achievement and attendance. District boards are authorized to prescribe a course of study and 
competency requirements, for common school promotion and for high school graduation, that are 
in addition to or higher than the course of study and competency requirements prescribed by the 
SBE.  
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 

 
Provisions 
 
1. Eliminates SBE authority to adopt and prescribe certain K-12 educational functions by 

requiring each district board and each charter school governing body to:  
a) adopt academic standards that meet or exceed the standards adopted by the SBE during or 

after the 1998-1999 school year (SY);  
b) prescribe a minimum course of study; 
c) prescribe competency requirements, including for the promotion from grade to grade in 

common schools and for the graduation of pupils from high school; and 
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d) adopt and implement an instrument to measure standards test to measure district and 
charter school standards in accordance with the previous AIMS test requirements. 

 
2. Requires district boards and charter school governing bodies to submit adopted academic 

standards to the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) for approval. 
 
3. Directs the SPI to approve academic standards if the SPI determines the academic standards 

meet or exceed the standards adopted by the SBE for use during or after the 1998-1999 SY. 
 
4. Maintains that the SBE must: 

a) adopt rules for the implementation of assessments adopted by district boards and charter 
school governing bodies; 

b) provide universal screening for pupils in preschool programs through third grade to 
identify reading deficiencies; 

c) develop reading intervention and remedial strategies; and 
d) distribute guidelines regarding the promotion of pupils from grade to grade in the 

common schools. 
 

5. Requires the Department of Education (ADE) to: 
a) ensure assessments adopted by district boards and charter school governing bodies are 

comparable by developing mechanisms to compare academic performance of pupils 
throughout the state; 

b) post on ADE’s website a list containing at least four nationally standardized norm-
referenced achievement tests that may be adopted by district boards and charter school 
governing bodies; and 

c) provide achievement test services to requesting school districts if sufficient monies are 
appropriate. 

 
6. Replaces the SPI, rather than the SBE, as the reviewing entity regarding district board 

decisions awarding postsecondary credit for high school students. 
 
7. Replaces AIMS references in statute with the instrument to measure standards assessments 

that are to be adopted by district boards and charter school governing bodies. 
 
8. Directs Legislative Council staff to prepare legislation conforming Arizona Revised Statutes 

to the provisions of this act for consideration in the Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular 
Session. 

 
9. Makes technical and conforming changes. 
 
10. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 10, 2015 
MS/ls 
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