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conservation districts; legal representation 
 
Purpose 
 

Directs the Attorney General (AG) to represent and advise Natural Resource 
Conservation Districts (NRCDs). 
 
Background 
 

It is the declared policy of the Legislature to provide for the restoration and conservation 
of lands and soil resources of the state, the preservation of water rights and the control and 
prevention of soil erosion (A.R.S. § 37-1001). To accomplish this, statute outlines the procedures 
to organize NRCDs. NRCDs are a division of, and administered by, the State Land Department 
(SLD) under the authority and direction of the SLD Commissioner. Landowners within the 
NRCDs’ boundaries elect three supervisors who serve staggered six-year terms of office and the 
SLD Commissioner appoints two additional supervisors to serve two-year terms (A.R.S. § 37-
1034). NRCDs have the authority to: 1) conduct research and investigations; 2) demonstrate 
practices and projects; 3) enter into governmental and private agreements; 4) acquire property; 5) 
conduct planning; 6) employ staff; and 7) establish education centers (A.R.S. § 37-1054). 
Arizona currently has 32 NRCDs administered by the SLD and 10 NRCDs authorized under 
federal tribal law (www.azland.gov).  

 
The FY 2016 Baseline includes $650,000 for NRCDs consisting of $390,000 from the 

state General Fund and $260,000 from the Environmental Special Plate Fund. Statute requires 
agencies to pay annually a flat fee to the AG for general legal counsel (A.R.S. § 41-191.09). The 
SLD’s legal services fee for FY 2016 is $2,100.  

 
According to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee fiscal note, S.B. 1417 would result 

in some workload impact for the AG, the magnitude of which will depend on NRCDs’ usage of 
legal services; however, the AG does not have a cost estimate.  
  
Provisions 
 
1. Requires the AG to advise and represent NRCDs in legal actions and proceedings at no cost 

to the NRCDs.  
 
2. Allows, in emergency or special cases and on request of the AG, NRCDs to retain additional 

counsel and expend monies for that purpose.  
 
3. Makes conforming changes. 
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4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  
 
Revision 
 
• Updates the fiscal impact statement. 
 
Senate Action 
 
RAE  2/10/15     DP     4-0-1 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 20, 2015 
SC/JH/ls 
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