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FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1390

prisoner program: eliqgibility

Purpose

Modifies eligibility and service requirements for the Prisoner Transition Program
(Program) and increases the number of inmates in the Program in FY 2016 and each year
thereafter.

Background

Inmate programs are administered through the Arizona Department of Corrections
(ADC). These programs can contract with private and nonprofit entities to provide inmates with
transition services.

To qualify for a Program, an inmate must: 1) not be convicted for a sexual offense, arson
or driving under the influence; 2) be classified as low risk to the community; 3) not be convicted
for aviolent crime or domestic violence offense; 4) have a nonviolent risk score; 5) not have any
felony detainers; 6) agree to provide written information for the ADC’s annual report; 7) make
satisfactory progress on the inmate’s individualized corrections plan; 8) maintain civil behavior
while incarcerated; 9) be current on any restitution payments; and 10) have a need and ability to
benefit from the Program.

Inmates may participate in a three-month early release as part of a Program. An inmate
may only be released after the victim has been notified and has been given the opportunity to
object to the inmate’'s early release. This objection must be made within 20 days of the victim’s
notice of the inmate's early release.

The fiscal impact to the state General Fund is undetermined at thistime.

Provisions
Program Eligibility

1. Specifies only those inmates classified as the lowest risk to the community’s safety are
eligible for the Program.

2. Modifies €ligibility for the Program from precluding a violent or domestic violence offender
to requiring the inmate be convicted of and serving a sentence for an attempted or completed
class4, 5 or 6 felony related to:

a) criminal trespass and burglary;
b) crimina damage to property;
c) theft;
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5.

10.

11.

12.

d) forgery and related offenses,
e) credit card fraud; or
f) drug offenses.

Requires an inmate to have three or fewer prior felony convictions to be dligible for a
Program.

. Removes the Program €ligibility requirement that an inmate must:

a) haveanonviolent risk score determined by ADC;

b) make satisfactory progress on an individualized corrections plan;

¢) maintain civil behavior while incarcerated as determined by ADC; or

d) haveaneed and ability to benefit from a Program, as determined by ADC.

Prohibits ADC from excluding an inmate from a Program solely based on a low score in a
literacy program educational evaluation.

Program Services

Requires services offered as part of inmate Programs to include psychoeducational
counseling and case management services.

Requires counseling and case management services offered during Programs to include
substance abuse treatment, anger management, cognitive skills training, parenting skills,
family reunification training, further education and job placement.

Requires those inmates who receive a three-month early release under the Program to receive
all Program services while in the community and on community corrections during the three
months.

ADC Reporting Requirements

Removes the requirement to submit an annual report on the Program to the Director of the
Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records.

Requires the ADC Program report to include the recidivism rate of inmates released from
incarceration for aminimum of three years after receiving transitional services.

| nmate Placement

Instructs ADC to place a minimum of:
a) 3,500 eligible inmates in the Program for FY 2016; and
b) 5,000 eligible inmatesin the Program every year after FY 2016.

Allows contracted Program entities to:

a) provideinmates with information about the Program; and

b) obtain information from eligible inmates about their transition-related needs before an
inmate is released under the Program.
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Miscellaneous
13. Definesrecidivism as reincarceration in ADC for any reason.
14. Makes technical and conforming changes.
15. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
Prepared by Senate Research

February 13, 2015
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