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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1387 

 
recreational user immunity; access 

 
Purpose 
  
            Modifies the definition of recreational user in recreational use immunity statutes.  
  
Background 
 
          Laws 1983, Chapter 82, provided liability protection for public and private entities that 
authorize use of their premises for educational or recreational purposes. The recreational 
immunity statute (A.R.S. § 33-1551) provides that no liability is incurred by an owner, lessee or 
occupant for any injury to persons or property caused by the act of a recreational user, with the 
exception of wilful, malicious or grossly negligent conduct by the land owner. Public and 
nonprofit organizations may charge a nominal fee to offset the costs of providing educational and 
recreational services, but that fee does not constitute an admission fee. The differentiation 
between fees allows public entities and nonprofit organizations to charge a nominal fee and 
remain immune from liabilities incurred by recreational and educational users. 
 

A recreational user is defined in the immunity statute as "a person to whom permission 
has been granted or implied without the payment of an admission fee or any other consideration 
to travel across or to enter upon premises to hunt, fish, trap, camp, hike, ride, exercise, swim or 
engage in similar pursuits." The definition also specifies that the purchase of a state hunting, 
trapping or fishing license, or off-highway vehicle user indicia does not constitute an admission 
fee or any other consideration.  
             

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
  
Provisions 
 
1. Specifies that a payment by an agency of this state to an owner, easement holder or lessee for 

allowing public recreational access to those premises is not the payment of an admission fee 
or other consideration by a recreational user. 

 
2. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 12, 2015 
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