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Purpose 
 

Requires any person who delivers more than ten early ballots to an election official to 
provide photo identification, and directs the Secretary of State (SOS) to compile a statewide 
report with regard to information submitted by individuals who deliver early ballots.  
 
Background 
 

According to statute, any election called pursuant to the laws of this state must provide 
for early voting and any qualified elector is permitted to vote by early ballot (A.R.S. §16-541). In 
order to obtain an early ballot, an elector may make a verbal or signed request to the county 
recorder or other officer in charge of elections for an official early ballot. The request must be 
made within ninety-three days before any election. The elector is required to provide their name, 
address, date of birth and state or county of birth, or provide other information that if compared 
to the voter registration information on file would confirm the identity of the elector. The county 
recorder or other officer in charge of elections is required to mail the early ballot and the 
envelope for its return, postage prepaid, to the address provided by the voter (A.R.S. § 16-542). 
Additionally, the elections officer is required to supply printed instructions to early voters that 
direct them to sign an affidavit, mark the ballot and return both in the enclosed self-addressed 
envelope. The instructions state that, in order to be valid and counted, the ballot and affidavit 
must be delivered to the office of the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections or 
may be deposited at any polling place in the county no later than 7:00 p.m. on election day 
(A.R.S. § 16-547). 
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation.  
 
Provisions 
 
1. Requires any person who delivers more than ten early ballots to an election official for 

tallying to provide a copy of the person’s photo identification to the election official.  
 

2. Requires, if a person delivering ballots does not provide a copy of their photo identification, 
that an election official record information from a person’s photo identification and retain the 
information as part of the records of the voting location as prescribed in the SOS’s 
instructions and procedures manual. 
 

3. Directs an officer in charge of elections to submit photocopies or other electronic facsimiles 
or information submitted by individuals delivering early ballots to the SOS. 
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4. Directs the SOS to compile a statewide report on the submittals and that the information be 

made available to the public on the SOS’s website.  
 
5. Authorizes the SOS, for the purposes of enforcing penal provisions with regard to elections 

and electors, to make any referrals to the appropriate prosecuting agency.  
 

6. Makes a technical change.  
 

7. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  
 

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 13, 2015 
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