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REVISED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1329 
 

nutrition assistance; limitations; benefit card 
 
Purpose 
 

Prohibits the Department of Economic Security (DES) from applying for a certain federal 
waiver regarding the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).  Outlines limitations 
for DES in administering SNAP.  Requires electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards issued by 
DES to have the picture and name of the recipient on the card. 
 
Background 
 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) is a block grant subject to state 
legislative appropriation.  The largest expenditure of TANF monies in Arizona is for the Cash 
Assistance (CA) program, which provides monthly financial assistance to families. DES 
administers CA. In December 2014, 28,489 people received CA in Arizona, with an average 
payment per recipient of $91.90. The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
previously known as Food Stamps, provides low income households with electronic benefits 
they can use like cash at most grocery stores. SNAP benefits are entirely funded with non-
appropriated federal funds.  In December 2014, there were 1,039,515 people who received 
SNAP benefits in Arizona, with an average allotment of $120.54 per person. Both CA and SNAP 
benefits are provided electronically though an electronic benefit transfer (EBT) card, similar to a 
debit card.  

 
Federal law prevents childless adults from receiving food stamps for more than three 

months during a 36-month period if they do not participate in work programs; however, on 
request of a state agency, the federal government may waive that requirement.  The waiver only 
applies if the area has an unemployment rate over 10 percent or does not have a “sufficient 
number of jobs to provide employment for the individuals” (7 U.S.C. § 2015).  This waiver is 
currently in effect in Arizona. If each member of a household receives CA or certain other 
benefits, the household is eligible for SNAP (categorical eligibility). Federal law sets SNAP 
eligibility related to income, after specified exclusions and deductions, at 100 percent of the 
federal poverty line (FPL) for most households, which is $23,850 for a family of four.  
Additionally, most households’ income cannot exceed 130 percent of the FPL before deductions 
are applied (gross income), which is $31,005.  Resources are limited to $2,250 for most 
households (7 U.S.C. § 2014).  There are certain circumstances in which those gross income and 
resource limitations do not apply. 
 

According to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC), there are two components 
to the bill’s estimated fiscal impact: 1) the cost to produce the new EBT cards with pictures and 
names; and 2) the potential savings if the photo identification reduces erroneous issuance of 



FACT SHEET - Revised 
S.B. 1329 
Page 2 
 
 
benefits and from the changes in eligibility.  The waiver and categorical eligibility limitations 
will reduce administrative costs, but it is difficult to determine the impact in advance. Any 
savings in SNAP benefits would accrue to the federal government.  DES estimates the General 
Fund cost to be $8.6 million in the first year and $6.8 million each year thereafter (JLBC). 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits DES from applying for, accepting or renewing any waiver of federal law regarding 

the three-month limitation on SNAP for certain childless adults. 
 
2. Requires DES to administer SNAP within the following limitations: 

a) prohibits categorical eligibility from being granted for any noncash, in-kind or other 
benefit unless expressly required by federal law; 

b) prohibits the gross income standards from exceeding the federal standards unless 
expressly required by federal law; 

c) prohibits the financial resource limit standards from exceeding federal standards unless 
expressly required by federal law; and 

d) prohibits categorical eligibility exempting households from the gross income standards 
requirements or the resource limits specified above from being granted for any noncash, 
in-kind or other benefit unless expressly required by federal law. 

 
3. Requires each EBT card issued by DES to contain a color photograph and the name of the 

recipient. 
 
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Revision 
 
• Adds fiscal impact information. 
 
Senate Action 
 
HHS  2/11/15     DP     4-3-0 
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