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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1310

dogs; licensing; vaccination; quarantine

Purpose

Makes changes to dog licensing requirements and related penalties. Modifies bite-related
guarantine and confinement requirements to dogs used by law enforcement and search and
rescue.

Background

If a county board of supervisors adopts a fee for licensing dogs, it must provide durable
dog tags to the owner. This tag must have the name of the county, number of the license and the
year of expiration inscribed on it (A.R.S. 8 11-1008). A dog three months or older is required to
wear a collar or harness with the valid license tag attached. A dog is not required to wear a collar
or harness: 1) when used to control livestock; 2) while hunting or being trained to do so; 3) while
being exhibited or trained at a kennel club event; or 4) while engaged in a race approved by the
Arizona Racing Commission (A.R.S. § 11-1012).

A dog cannot be licensed unless the owner can provide the vaccination certificate signed
by aveterinarian. Failing to license a dog within 15 days after receiving written notification from
the county enforcement agency to obtain a license results in a class 2 misdemeanor (A.R.S. §11-
1008).

Current statute requires a dog to be confined and quarantined in a county pound or, at the
request and expense of an owner, in a veterinary facility for at least ten days if the dog bites any
person. If the dog is currently vaccinated, it may be confined and quarantined at the home of the
owner, with the consent of the county enforcement agency (A.R.S 8§ 11-1014). A dog that is used
by any federal, state, county, city or town law enforcement agency is exempt from these
requirements if the bite occurs while under proper law enforcement supervision and the animal is
in the care of alicensed veterinarian.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.

Provisions
Dog Licensing

1. Requires the county board of supervisors (board), in the case that a license fee for dogs is
adopted, to issue a durable dog tag that includes the following:
a) adistinct tag number assigned to the dog;
b) acounty contact tel ephone number; and
c) any other information required by the board.
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10.

Reduces the penalty from a class 2 misdemeanor to a petty offense and subjects a person to a
maximum fine of $25 if the person:

a) knowingly failsto obtain alicense for adog required to be licensed;

b) counterfeits an official dog tag;

c) removes atag from adog for the purposes of intentional and malicious mischief; and

d) placesadog tag on adog for which it was not issued.

Eliminates the requirement for the licensing period not exceed the period of time for
revaccination as designated by the state veterinarian.

Anti-Rabies Vaccination

States that all dogs three months of age or older must be vaccinated against rabies by a
veterinarian that is licensed to practice in a jurisdiction of the United States and removes
language stipulating how dogs vaccinated outside of Arizonamay be licensed in this state.

Allows a dog owner to submit information pertaining to dog vaccination online when
applying for adog license.

Expands on the information required from dog license applicants to include the name and
contact information of the veterinarian who administered the vaccinations.

Classifies any person who knowingly fails to vaccinate a dog as guilty of a petty offense and
subject to a maximum fine of $50.

Biting Animals; Reporting and Handling

Authorizes the county enforcement agency that determines the manner and facility of
confinement and quarantine for any dog or cat that bites any person to include the home of
the owner or at the expense of the owner in a boarding facility, for a period of at least ten

days.

Dogs Used by Law Enforcement and Search and Rescue

Exempts search and rescue dogs, whose owners have provided adequate proof to the county
that the animal is engaged in those activities, from standard quarantine procedures in an
animal biteincident.

Requires dogs used by any federal, state, county, city or town law enforcement agency, or a
search and rescue organization, to be placed under a working quarantine if the dog has a
current anti-rabies vaccination.
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11. Requires the law enforcement agency or search and rescue organization to immediately
confine and quarantine a dog and notify the county enforcement agency if the dog exhibits
any abnormal behavior until a health assessment is made by a licensed veterinarian.

12. Authorizes the county enforcement agency to determine the manner of confinement and
guarantine for a dog used by a law enforcement agency or search and rescue organization if
the dog was not under proper supervision or performing the duties it was trained for when the
bite occurred.

13. Makes technical and conforming changes.
14. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
Prepared by Senate Research

February 9, 2015
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