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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1309 
 

party organization; precinct committeemen; meetings 
 
Purpose 
 

Designates the term of a precinct committeeman and prescribes requirements for proxies 
at state, county and legislative district committee meetings. 
 
Background 
 
 According to statute, the minimum duties of a precinct committeeman are to assist the 
political party in voter registration and to assist the voters of the political party to vote on 
election days (A.R.S. § 16-822). Additional duties of precinct committeemen are provided for in 
the state committee bylaws of each political party. At a primary election, the members of a 
political party entitled to representation residing in each precinct must choose one of their 
members as a county precinct committeeman, and the members must choose one additional 
precinct committeeman for every 125 voters, or other major fraction, registered in the party in 
the precinct (A.R.S. § 16-821). Any member of a recognized political party who is a registered 
voter in the precinct is eligible to seek the office of precinct committeeman of that party in that 
precinct (A.R.S. § 16-822).  
 

Statue requires the county committee to meet for the purpose of organizing no earlier 
than ten days after the last organizing meeting of the legislative districts that are part of the 
county, and no later than the second Saturday in January of the year following a general election 
(A.R.S. § 16-824). Similarly, statute requires the state committee to meet no earlier than ten days 
after the last county meeting of the party and no later than the fourth Saturday in January 
following a general election (A.R.S. § 16-826). Currently, statute allows any number of proxies 
to be given by a member of a county committee for use at a state or county meeting, if the person 
is a qualified elector of the precinct where the member resides for the duration of the length of 
the meeting for which the proxy is given and requires that the proxy be attested by a notary 
public or two witnesses (A.R.S. § 16-828). 
 

A governing body holding an election is required to meet and canvass the election not 
less than six days and not more than 20 days following the election. If, at the time of the meeting 
of the governing body, the returns from any polling place in the election district where the polls 
were opened and an election held are found to be missing, the canvass of the election must be 
postponed from day to day until all the returns are received, or until six postponements have 
occurred (A.R.S. § 16-642). The canvass of the election returns must be made in public by 
opening the returns and determining the vote of the county, by polling places, for each person 
voted for and the vote for and against each proposed constitutional amendment and initiated or 
referred measure appearing upon the ballot at the election (A.R.S. § 16-643). 
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There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 

Provisions 
 

1. Designates that the term of a precinct committeeman begins on the date that the official 
county canvass of the election is entered into the record for the election at which the precinct 
committeeman was elected and continues until the next immediately following official 
county canvass of election is entered into the record. 
 

2. Requires all district, county and state committee meetings to be open to registered members 
of the political party that is holding the meeting. 

 

3. States that any proxy that is used for an election at a state, county or district meeting is a 
public document.  

 

4. Requires proxies that are used for an election at a state, county or district meeting to be 
retained for thirty days, made available for review and photocopied on request of any person 
after the election. 

 
5. Permits a political party to charge a fee of five cents for each page of a photocopied proxy. 

 

6. Requires that a proxy given by a state committee member for use at a state committee 
meeting be given to a member of the same political party as the member and caps the amount 
of proxies a person can carry from members of the committee to a meeting at ten. 

 

7. Requires that a person who is given a proxy by a member of a county committee or 
legislative district committee for use at a meeting is a qualified elector of the precinct where 
the member resides and is a member of the same political party as the member of the county 
committee or legislative district committee. 

 

8. Caps the amount of proxies a person can carry from members of a county committee or 
legislative district committee to a meeting of the county or legislative district committee at 
four proxies. 

 

9. Makes technical changes. 
 

10. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 

Amendments Adopted by Committee 
 

• Designates any proxy used for an election at a state, county or district meeting as a public 
document. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
• Requires that proxies be retained for thirty days and removes references to electronic 

versions of proxies.  
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Senate Action 
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