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Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1305

continuous improvement academic standards committee

Purpose

Establishes the Arizona Continuous Improvement Academic Standards Committee
(Committee).

Background

The State Board of Education (SBE) is required to prescribe a minimum course of study
and adopt academic standards to be taught in the common schools and high schools. The SBE
must prescribe competency requirements incorporating the academic standards in at least the
areas of reading, writing, mathematics, science and social studies for the promotion of pupils
from the third and eighth grade and for the graduation of pupils from high school. In addition,
the SBE must adopt and annually implement an Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards
(AIMS) test to measure pupil achievement of the academic standards in reading, writing and
mathematics in at least four grades designated by the SBE. The AIMS test must be uniform
throughout the state and scored in an objective manner.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidlation.

Provisions

1. Establishesthe 12 member Committee consisting of the following members:

a) ateacher who provides instruction in an elementary school, appointed by the President of
the Senate (President);

b) a teacher who provides instruction in a high school, appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives (Speaker);

C) an instructor in a community college district who is involved in teaching remediation
courses, appointed by the President;

d) aprofessor at a state university who teaches courses for students in education programs,
appointed by the Speaker;

€) one member of the business community who satisfies certain requirements, appointed by
the Governor;

f) one member of the private sector business community who satisfies certain requirements,
appointed by the Governor;

g) aparent of at least one student who attends a public elementary school, appointed by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI);

h) aparent of at least one student who attends a public high school, appointed by the SPI;

i) the SPI or the SPI’s designes;
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J) asuperintendent of a school district, appointed by the SPI;

k) an operator, principal or superintendent of a charter school, appointed by the Governor;
and

I) ateacher who providesinstruction in early childhood education, appointed by the SPI.

Charges the Committee with annually:

a) seeking public input on the education standards in Arizong;

b) conducting public meetings and holding at |east three public meetings outside of a county
with a population of three million persons each year, during the initial review;

C) reviewing academic standards and related education issues using public comment,
testimony, evidence-based research and data from the field;

d) anayzing public input after meetings and list comments and concerns by certain
categories;

€) conducting public meetings to provide feedback to the public on comments, concerns and
recommended actions for that year;

f) submitting issues not involving state standards to the Department of Education (ADE) for
review and improvement; and

g) making recommendations to the SBE for changes to the prescribed academic standards,
publishing the recommendations on ADE’'s website and providing copies of the
recommendations to the Governor, the President, the Speaker, and the Secretary of State.

Requires a mgjority vote of a quorum of the Committee with a roll call vote in order to
forward a standard recommendation to the SBE.

Requires the SBE to vote by public roll call vote for modification, addition or deletion at the
first meeting following receipt of the Committee’ s standard recommendations.

Directsthe SPI or the SPI’ s designee to serve as chair of the Committee.

Establishes two-year terms for members of the Committee and allows a member to be
reappointed, limiting a member to serving not more than four consecutive terms.

Stipulates the elected officials serving on the Committee serve according to their terms of
office.

Prohibits members from receiving compensation.

Requires ADE to provide staff support for the committee.

10. Allows the Committee to limit the review of standards to specific academic areas after the

first year of operation.

11. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Prepared by Senate Research
February 10, 2015
MS/BP/Is
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