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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1300  
 

law enforcement officers; body cameras 
 

Purpose 
 

Establishes a study committee regarding law enforcement officer body cameras. 
 
Background 
 

According to the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), at least eight states 
last year considered legislation to enable or require police to use officer body cameras “to record 
their interactions with the public.”  Additionally, the President has proposed a $75 million grant 
program that would provide a 50 percent funding match to states and local governments for 
officer body cameras and related storage.  H.R. 5865, the Camera Authorization and 
Maintenance Act of 2014, was introduced in Congress on December 11, 2014, but was not 
enacted.  It established a grant program providing for the acquisition, operation and maintenance 
of body-worn cameras for law enforcement officers. 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
 
Provisions 

 
1. Establishes the Law Enforcement Officer Body Camera Study Committee (Committee), 

consisting of the following members: 
a) one Senate member appointed by the President of the Senate (President) who serves as 

cochairperson; 
b) one House of Representatives (House) member appointed by the Speaker of the House 

(Speaker) who serves as cochairperson; 
c) the Director of the Department of Public Safety or the Director’s designee; 
d) one Arizona police department chief appointed by the Governor; 
e) one county sheriff appointed by the Governor; 
f) one member who is a faculty member in a criminal justice program at a university in this 

state appointed by the Governor; 
g) one representative of a news gathering organization appointed by the Governor; 
h) one member who is a state prosecutor appointed by the Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ 

Advisory Council; 
i) three persons who are members of a police association appointed by the Governor; 
j) two attorneys who are members of a state bar, one of whom represents a group that 

promotes civil liberties, appointed by the Governor; and 
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k) two public members who are Arizona residents, one of whom is associated with a civil 
rights association, appointed by the Governor. 

 
2. Requires the Committee to recommend policies and laws on the use of cameras. 

 
3. Permits the Committee to: 

a) request information, data and reports from any county or state agency or political 
subdivision; and 

b) hold hearings, conduct fact-finding tours and take testimony from witnesses, including 
participants in the criminal justice system, who may assist the Committee in fulfilling its 
responsibilities. 
 

4. Requires the information to be provided electronically, if possible. 
 

5. Requires a state agency, on request by the Committee, to provide its services, equipment, 
documents, personnel and facilities to the extent possible without cost to the Committee. 

 
6. Requires the Legislature to provide staff and support services to the Committee. 

 
7. Requires the Committee to meet at the State Capitol or other places as the cochairpersons 

deem necessary or convenient. 
 

8. Requires all meetings to be open to the public. 
 

9. Specifies Committee members are not eligible to receive compensation but are eligible for 
reimbursement of expenses. 

 
10. Requires the Committee to submit a report regarding its findings and recommendations by 

December 31, 2015, to the Governor, President, Speaker and Secretary of State. 
 

11. Requires the report to include the Committee’s recommendations regarding the use of 
cameras in this state. 

 
12. Repeals the Committee on July 1, 2016. 
 
13. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee 
 
1. Removes requirements related to who may view recordings and the circumstances in which a 

recording must be erased or saved.   
 

2. Allows only certain types of cameras to be used. 
 

3. Specifies circumstances an officer issued a camera must record and outlines exemptions 
under the officer’s discretion. 
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4. Establishes an officer body camera study committee. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
1. Outlines additional circumstances that an officer must record, if practicable, unless otherwise 

prohibited by law. 
 
2. Stipulates recordings are not viewable if the officer forgets to turn off the camera. 

 
3. Allows recordings to be saved and used for training purposes. 

 
4. Specifies recordings are not a public record, but enumerates circumstances in which an 

agency must release a recording and delineates an appeal process through the superior court. 
 

5. Modifies the membership of the Committee. 
 

Amendments Adopted by the House of Representatives 
 
1. Removes the requirements related to officer body cameras.   

 
2. Modifies the Committee membership. 
 
Senate Action      House Action 
 
PSMT  2/18/15     DPA     6-0-0  MAPS  3/19/15     DPA     7-0-0-2  
APPROP 2/24/15     DPA     8-0-0  3rd Read 3/24/15       54-2-4 
3rd Read 3/6/15        21-7-2 
 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
March 25, 2015 
AW/jo 
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