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Purpose 
 

Requires the Department of Health Services (DHS), the Department of Child Safety 
(DCS) and the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) to submit a report 
comparing the rate of psychotropic drugs prescribed to foster children under AHCCCS to the rate 
of psychotropic drugs prescribed to non-foster children under AHCCCS.  
 
Background 
 

The Comprehensive Medical and Dental Program (CMDP) is the AHCCCS contracted 
health plan responsible for ensuring, in partnership with foster care providers, the provision of 
appropriate and quality health care services for the well-being of Arizona’s children in foster 
care (A.R.S. § 8-512). According to the DCS website, the purpose of the CMDP is to ensure that 
members assigned to CMDP have appropriate access to medically necessary health care within 
the standards and mandates required by AHCCCS. 
 

According to the CMDP member handbook, behavioral health issues are the most 
common health problems reported in children in foster care. Members receive their behavioral 
health coverage through a Regional Behavioral Health Authority (RBHA), the CMDP or 
Children’s Rehabilitative Services. Behavioral health services include psychotropic medication, 
respite care and inpatient hospital services.  
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Requires DHS, DCS and AHCCCS to prepare a report on or before August 31 of every odd 

numbered year comparing the rate of psychotropic medications prescribed to foster children 
under AHCCCS to the rate of psychotropic medications prescribed to non-foster children 
under AHCCCS.  
 

2. Requires the report to include: 
a) the number of children receiving psychotropic medications delineated by: 

i. age group; 
ii. type of psychotropic medication; 

iii. number of prescriptions; and 
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iv. number of children prescribed one, two, three, four, five or more psychotropic 
drugs. 

b) the number of psychiatrists and physicians prescribing psychotropic medications to foster 
children, including those submitting to Medicaid for treatment reimbursement; 

c) the psychiatrists and physicians who have the highest number of prescriptions to children 
under state care of the following medications: 

i. antipsychotics; 
ii. antidepressants; 

iii. psychostimulants; 
iv. mood stabilizers; and 
v. anti-anxiety drugs. 

d) a summary of  compliance with informed consent requirements for enrolled children in 
foster care; and 

e) the annual cost of psychotropic medications to children under state care. 
 

3. Requires the report to be submitted to the chairpersons of the House of Representatives 
Children and Family Affairs Committee and the Senate Health and Human Services 
Committee or the chairpersons of any successor committees and a copy be provided to the 
Secretary of State. 

 
4. Defines psychotropic medication. 

 
5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
• Requires the report to include a summary of compliance with informed consent requirements. 
 
Senate Action 
 
HHS   2/18/15     DPA     7-0-0  

 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 26, 2015 
EM/CB/ls 
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