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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1296

spousal maintenance; veterans disability benefits

Purpose

Specifies that a court may award spousal maintenance or the amount of any award of
spousal maintenance to a requesting party.

Background

According to the Maricopa County Superior Court, the accomplishments of spouses
during marriage — including increases in earning potential and living standards — are shared and
earned by the spouses collectively, not individually. In the event of a divorce in which spousal
maintenance is ordered, the judge considers: 1) the length of the marriage; 2) the age and earning
ability of the spouse requesting maintenance; 3) the standard of living for both parties during
marriage; 4) the ability of the other spouse to pay; and 5) the requesting spouse’ s contributions to
the marriage (A.R.S. § 25-319). The payments for spousal maintenance are determined by what
the judge deems to be a reasonabl e deduction from the monthly income of the paying spouse and
a reasonable monthly payment to the receiving spouse (Maricopa County Superior Court).
Spousal maintenance — or alimony — must be requested in a petition for the dissolution of
marriage or in a petition for legal separation (Maricopa County Superior Court).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidation.

Provisions

1. Specifiesthat a court may award spousal maintenance or the amount of any award of spousal
mai ntenance to a requesting party.

2. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
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