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Purpose 
 

Replaces antiquated terminology relating to Native Americans in various statutes.  
 
Background 
 

The Commission of Indian Affairs (Commission) was established in 1953 by the 21st 
Legislature for the purposes of considering and studying conditions among Indians residing 
within the state. The Commission consists of 20 commissioners, including 7 members from 
among the Indian tribes, 4 at large members appointed by the Governor, and 9 ex-officio 
members who serve by the virtue of their office (A.R.S. § 41-541). 
 

The Commission is required to provide assistance and support to state and federal 
agencies with regard to assisting Indians and tribal councils in this state to develop mutual goals, 
to design projects for achieving goals and to implement their plans. Additional Commission 
duties include the following: 1) assemble and provide facts needed by tribal, state and federal 
agencies to work together effectively; 2) assist the state in its responsibilities to Indians and 
tribes of this state by making recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature; 3) confer 
and coordinate with officials, agencies of governmental units and legislative committees with 
regard to Indian needs and goals; 4) work for improved understanding and relationships between 
Indians and non-Indians by creating an awareness of the legal, social and economic needs of 
Indians in this state; 5) promote increased participation by Indians in local and state affairs; 6) 
assist tribal groups in developing increasingly effective methods of self-government; and 7) 
assist urban Indians (A.R.S. § 41-542). 
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation.  
 
Provisions 
 
1. Changes the article heading of Title 41, chapter 3, article 4, A.R.S. from “Indian Affairs 

Commission” to “Arizona Commission on Native American Affairs”. 
 
2. Changes references from Indian to Native American in various sections of statute related to 

the Commission.  
 
3. Directs Legislative Council to prepare conforming legislation for consideration in the Fifty-

second Legislature, Second Regular Session, and prescribes requirements for the conforming 
legislation.  
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4. Makes a technical change. 
 
5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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