ARIZONA STATE SENATE
RESEARCH STAFF

TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE PUBLIC
AMBER WITTER
SAFETY, MILITARY & TECHNOLOGY LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH ANALYST
COMMITTEE PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY & TECHNOLOGY
COMMITTEE
Telephone: (602) 926 -3171
DATE: February 17, 2015

SUBJECT:  Strike everything amendment to S.B. 1222, relating to unauthorized plea agreements;
deported arrestees

Purpose

Prohibits a prosecutor from offering a plea agreement or dismissing the charges for a person
who is arrested but deported before the disposition of the charges. Excludes the time the person is
not in the U.S. when determining the statute of limitations.

Background

There is no statute of limitations for homicide, sexual offenses or sexual exploitation of
children offenses that are class 2 felonies, violent sexual assault, terrorism, misuse of public monies
or a felony involving falsification of public records. Prosecutions for other offenses must be
commenced within the following periods, after actual discovery of the offense or discovery that
should have occurred with the exercise of reasonable diligence: 1) aclass 2 through a class 6 felony,
seven years, 2) a misdemeanor, one year; and 3) a petty offense, six months. The period of
limitation does not run during any time when the accused is absent from the state (A.R.S. § 13-107).

There may be a fiscal impact to the Arizona Department of Corrections or local jails related
to the limitation on plea agreements.

Provisions

1. Prohibits a prosecutor, if a person is arrested and deported before the disposition of any charges
that could result from the arrest, from dismissing or offering the person a plea offer that
dismisses or allows the person to plead to a lesser offense than the original charges the person
was arrested for if the person returns to the U.S.

2. Tollsthetimethat a person isnot in the U.S. when calculating the statute of limitations.

3. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
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