
AS PASSED BY COMMITTEE 
 

AMENDED 
 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 

RESEARCH STAFF 
 

 
TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE 

  
DATE:  February 19, 2015 

 
SUBJECT: Strike everything amendment to S.B. 1217 relating to DUI; authorized prescriptions 
 
________________________________________________________________________________                       
 
Purpose 
 

States individuals are not guilty of driving under the influence, for having a drug or its 
metabolite in one’s body, if the drug in their body was prescribed by any authorized and licensed 
medical practitioner, instead of prescribed by specified medical practitioners.  
 
Background 
 

It is unlawful for any person who is under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs to 
drive or be in actual physical control of a motor vehicle or motorized watercraft. This is commonly 
referred to as driving under the influence or DUI. A person commits a DUI under the following 
circumstances: 1) is impaired to the slightest degree while under the influence of intoxicating liquor 
or any drug; 2) has a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 or more; 3) has a BAC of 0.08 or 
more within two hours of driving or being in actual physical control of the vehicle or watercraft; 4) 
has a BAC of 0.04 or more if operating a commercial vehicle; and 5) has any drug or its metabolite 
in his or her body (A.R.S. §§ 5-395 and 28-1381).  

 
Statute exempts individuals from a DUI if they were not impaired but had a drug or its 

metabolite in their body that was prescribed by a licensed podiatrist, dentist, medical doctor or 
osteopathic physician. Other medical practitioners authorized to prescribe drugs are naturopathic 
physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, optometrists and homeopathic physicians. Their 
respective prescriptive authorities vary in terms of scope, refill ability and scheduled drugs.  

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  
 
Provisions 
 
1. States individuals are not guilty of a DUI, for having a drug or its metabolite in one’s body, if 

the drug in their body is prescribed by any authorized and licensed medical practitioner, instead 
of prescribed by specified medical practitioners. 
 

2. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

JAKE AGRON 
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH ANALYST 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
Telephone: (602) 926 -3171 
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Amendments Adopted by Committee 
 
• Adopted the strike everything amendment. 

 
Senate Action 
 
JUD  2/19/15     DPA/SE     6-0-1  
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