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Purpose 
 
 An emergency measure prohibiting the requirement that a pupil obtain a passing score on 
a standardized test during specified school years (SY) in order to graduate from high school.  
 
Background 
 
 The State Board of Education (SBE) is required to prescribe a minimum course of study 
and prescribe competency requirements for the graduation of pupils from high school 
incorporating the SBE adopted academic standards in at least the areas of reading, writing, 
mathematics, science and social studies. In addition, the SBE must adopt and annually 
implement an Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) test to measure pupil 
achievement of the academic standards in reading, writing and mathematics in at least four 
grades designated by the SBE. The AIMS test must be uniform throughout the state and scored 
in an objective manner. Laws 2013, Chapter 20 eliminated the requirement that pupils must 
achieve passing scores on the AIMS test in the areas of reading, writing and mathematics in 
order to graduate high school. The AIMS test will be administered every October and February 
through 2016 and students graduating from high school on or before December 31, 2016 must 
pass all three content areas of the test. 
 
 There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
   
Provisions 
 
1. Mandates that pupils are not required to obtain a passing score on a standardized test in order 

to graduate from high school during the following SY’s:  
a) 2014-2015; 
b) 2015-2016; 
c) 2016-2017; or 
d) 2017-2018. 

 
2. Specifies that the moratorium does not apply to the civics portion of the naturalization test 

established by Laws 2015, Chapter 1.  
 

3. Becomes effective on February 20, 2015. 
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Senate Action      House Action 
 
ED   2/05/15     DP     7-0-0  ED  2/11/15     DPA/SE     7-0-0 
3rd Read  2/10/15     26-2-2  3rd Read  2/19/15   55-0-5 

(S.B. 1191 was substituted for H.B. 2191 on 
3rd Read.)  

 
Signed by the Governor 2/20/15 
Chapter 5E 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
April 14, 2015 
MS/BP/ls 
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