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Purpose 
 

Increases the minimum dollar amount of property damage for which an officer must 
complete a written motor vehicle accident report. 
 
Background 
 

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) prepares and, on request, supplies 
accident report forms to police departments, sheriffs and other agencies.  The forms must be 
“sufficiently detailed… to disclose with reference to a traffic accident the cause, the conditions 
then existing and the persons and vehicles involved” (A.R.S. § 28-669).  Statute requires a law 
enforcement officer to complete a written motor vehicle accident report (report) if, in the regular 
course of duty, the officer investigates an accident resulting in: 1) bodily injury; 2) death; 3) 
damage to the property of any person in excess of $1,000; or 4) the issuance of a citation.  The 
officer must complete the report within 24 hours of completing the investigation by interviewing 
participants or witnesses. 
 

If the accident results in property damage of $1,000 or less, but not bodily injury, death 
or the issuance of a citation, the officer must complete a portion of the report.  It must include, at 
a minimum: 1) the time, day, month and year of the accident; 2) the accident location; 3) 
identifying information for all parties and witnesses involved; 4) a narrative description of the 
facts of the accident; 5) a simple diagram of the scene; and 6) the officer’s identifying 
information.   
 

The officer’s employing agency must provide a copy of the unredacted report, on request, 
to a person or the owner of a vehicle involved in the accident, that person’s representative and 
certain insurers.   
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Raises the minimum amount of property damage, from $1,000 to $5,000, for which an officer 

must complete a written accident report.  Requires an officer to complete a portion of the 
report if the accident results in property damage of $5,000 or less. 
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2. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
January 30, 2015 
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