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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1172 
 

schools; information; political activity; prohibition 
 
Purpose 
 

Prohibits school districts and charter schools from releasing pupil information to a person 
or group for the purpose of engaging in political activity. 

 
Background 
 
 The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law enacted in 
1974 that allows a parent certain rights with respect to their child’s education records. These 
rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches 18 years of age or attends a school beyond 
the high school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are known as eligible 
students. Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in 
order to release any information from a student's education record. However, FERPA allows 
schools to disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or under the following 
conditions: 1) school officials with legitimate educational interest; 2) other schools to which a 
student is transferring; 3) specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes; 4) appropriate 
parties in connection with financial aid to a student; 5) organizations conducting certain studies 
for or on behalf of the school; 6) accrediting organizations; 7) to comply with a judicial order or 
lawfully issued subpoena; 8) appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and 
9) state and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system (34 Code of Federal Regulations § 
99.31) 

 
School district governing boards and charter school governing bodies are permitted to 

release a pupil’s directory information, which can include the pupil’s name and address and 
telephone number, to a person who informs pupils of educational or occupational opportunities, 
including official recruiting representatives of the militia and the armed services (A.R.S. §15-
142). 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits school districts and charter schools from releasing a pupil’s  directory information, 

including information that would violate FERPA, to any person or group for the purpose of 
engaging in political activity. 
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2. Prohibits school districts and charter schools from accepting monetary compensation or gifts 

for the production of a pupil’s records or directory information. 
 
3. Allows school districts and charter schools to accept reasonable fees for the production of a 

pupil’s records or directory information. 
 
4. Specifies that bond and override elections are included as political activity. 

 
5. Makes technical and conforming changes. 

 
6. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee 

• Prohibits the release of information that would violate FERPA.  

Senate Action 

ED  2/5/15     DPA     6-1-0 

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 10, 2015 
MS/AA/ls 
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