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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
REVISED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1167 
 

photo radar; prohibition 
 
Purpose 
 

Prevents local authorities and state agencies from using photo enforcement systems. 
 
Background 
 

Photo enforcement systems, commonly referred to as photo radar, utilize digital cameras, 
computers and radar sensors to detect violations of speed limit and red light laws.  There are two 
types of photo radar systems: fixed and mobile.  A fixed photo radar system is the most common 
form of photo radar and can be installed on the side of a road or mounted overhead in gantries, 
while a mobile photo radar system is mounted on a mobile device.   
 

Statute regulates photo radar systems (systems).  A system cannot be placed within 600 
feet of a posted speed limit change, except in school crossing zones, and speed limit signs must 
be placed in specified locations within the photo radar zone. Additionally, if a person receives a 
notice of violation (notice) in the mail for speeding or running a red light that is obtained using 
photo radar, the person does not have to respond to the notice.  Further, while municipalities may 
place systems on state highways, statute regulates that ability.  The city or town must prove the 
system is necessary for state public safety and must obtain a permit or contract with the Arizona 
Department of Transportation (ADOT) for no longer than three years.  State law also outlines 
related ADOT requirements. 

 
According to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC), this legislation is not 

expected to have a General Fund impact, but there may be a loss of revenues to several dedicated 
non-General Funds.  The fines and penalties for traffic violations are paid to the local authority, 
with a surcharge of 83 percent allocated mainly to various criminal justice-related funds. The 
person must also pay an assessment of $20, allocated to the Judicial Collection Enhancement 
Fund.  Finally, a $13 criminal fee is assessed, which is apportioned to: 1) the Gang and 
Immigration Intelligence Team Enforcement Mission, Border Security and Law Enforcement 
Subaccount; 2) the Public Safety Equipment Fund; 3) the agency that issued the citation for 
officer safety equipment; and 4) justice courts or the justice court administration (A.R.S. §§ 12-
114.01, 12-116.01, 12-116.04 and 41-2421). 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits a local authority or state agency from using a photo enforcement system to identify 

red light and speed limit violators. 
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2. Repeals requirements related to photo enforcement systems and makes other conforming 

changes. 
 
3. Contains a legislative intent statement. 
 
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Revision 
 
• Adds information from JBLC’s fiscal note. 
 
Senate Action 
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