
AS PASSED BY COMMITTEE 
 

AMENDED 
 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 

RESEARCH STAFF 
 
 
TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE  

  
DATE:  February 20, 2015 

 
SUBJECT: Strike everything amendment to S.B. 1158, relating to elections; early voting dates 
 
________________________________________________________________________________                       
 
Purpose 
 

Decreases the number of signatures needed for a Joint Technical Education District 
governing board nominating petition and adjusts early ballot mailing dates. 
 
Background 
 

A Joint Technical Education District (JTED) is a district that is formed to offer joint 
technical education courses (A.R.S. § 15-391).  A candidate for a JTED board must receive 
signatures from 1 percent of registered voters in their district for nominating petitions to qualify for 
the ballot.  Candidates for a governing board of a school district must receive signatures from 0.5 
percent of registered voters in the district.  The basis of the percentage required for nomination is 
the total number of voters registered in the school district (A.R.S. § 16-322). 
 

The county recorder or other officer in charge of elections is required to mail an early ballot 
to the address provided by the requesting elector.  However, early ballot distribution cannot begin 
more than 26 days before the election.  If an early ballot request is received on or before the 30th day 
before the election, the early ballot must be distributed no earlier than the 26th day before the 
election (A.R.S. § 16-542).  Ballots for special district elections must be sent to qualified electors 
between 15 and 26 days prior to the election (A.R.S. § 16-558.01). 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Decreases, from 1 percent to 0.5 percent, the number of signatures needed from the voting 

district for a JTED governing board candidate nominating petition. 
 
2. Prevents early ballot distribution from beginning more than 27 days, instead of more than 26 

days, prior to an election.   
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3. Requires an early ballot request to be received by the 31st day, instead of the 30th day, prior to an 

election. 
 
4. Requires an early ballot request that is received by the 31st day prior to an election to be 

distributed no later than the 24th day before the election. 
 
5. Makes technical and conforming changes. 
 
6. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Amendments Adopted by Committee 
 
• Adopted the strike everything amendment. 
 
Senate Action 
 
JUD  2/19/15     DPA/SE     6-1-0 
 
 
JA/jo 
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