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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1131

online charter schools; interscholastic activities

Purpose

Extends eligibility to participate in interscholastic activities to pupils enrolled in an online
charter school.

Background

Arizona Online Instruction (AOI) was instituted to meet the needs of pupils in the
information age. The State Board of Education (SBE) and the State Board for Charter Schools
(SBCS) must sponsor schools to be online course providers or online schools. Both the SBE and
SBCS are required to jointly develop standards for approving online course providers and online
schools based on specified criteria, which include: 1) the depth and breadth of curriculum
choices; 2) the variety of educational methodologies employed by the school; and 3) the grade
levelsthat will be served (A.R.S § 15-808).

Homeschooled children who reside within the attendance area of a public school must be
allowed to try out for interscholastic activities on behalf of the public school. Policies for
homeschooled children must be consistent with the policies established for students enrolled in
that public school, which consist of: age eligibility, fees, qualifications and performance policies.

The individual providing primary instruction of a child who is homeschooled must
submit written verification of the following: 1) whether the student is receiving a passing grade
in each course or subject taught; and 2) whether the student is maintaining satisfactory progress
towards advancement or promotion. A homeschooled child previously enrolled in a public,
private or charter school is ineligible to participate in interscholastic activities for the remainder
of the school year that the child was enrolled in a school (A.R.S. § 15-802).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidlation.

Provisions
1. Requires public schools and charter schools to alow a pupil enrolled in an online charter
school to try out for interscholastic activities in the same manner as a pupil enrolled in that

public or charter school.

2. Requires the principal or chief administrator of the online charter school to submit written
verification that provides:
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a) whether the student is receiving a passing grade in each course or subject being taught;
and

b) whether the student is maintaining satisfactory progress towards advancement or
promotion.

3. Disqualifies pupils who are enrolled in an online charter school and were previously enrolled
in a private or public school that was part of a school district from participation in
interscholastic activities for the remainder of the school year during which the pupils were
enrolled.

4. Prohibits an online charter school pupil from participating in interscholastic activities on
behalf of more than one school in the same year.

5. Prohibits school districts from contracting with any private entity that supervises
interscholastic activities if the private entity prohibits the participation of pupils who are
enrolled in a charter school.

6. Stipulates that an online charter school pupil may be charged a reasonable fee to participate
in interscholastic activities and requires the online charter school that the pupil is enrolled in
to pay that reasonable fee.

7. Requires the reasonable fee be reduced by an amount that corresponds to the percentage of
the school district’s budget during the previous fiscal year that was received as local property
tax revenue.

8. Allows a public school to charge an additional fee to an online charter school pupil to
participate in interscholastic activities if the public school charges the same fee to students
enrolled in the public school.

9. Defines reasonable fee as an amount not to exceed a school district’s or charter school’s
costs for an interscholastic activity, including any facility and personnel costs associated with
that activity, not to exceed 200 dollars per activity per school year.

10. Defines online charter school.

11. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee

e Allows a public school to charge a reasonable fee to online charter school pupils for
participation in interscholastic activities and requires the online charter school to pay that fee.

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole

e Allows online charter school pupils to participate in interscholastic activities at charter
schools, prohibits an online charter school pupil from participating on behalf of more than
one school in the same year and changes the way the reasonable fee is calculated.
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Senate Action
ED 1/29/15 DPA 6-0-1
Prepared by Senate Research

February 12, 2015
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