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text messaging while driving; prohibition 

 
Purpose 
 

Prohibits an individual from texting while driving. 
 
Background 
 

According to the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), 44 states in addition 
to the District of Columbia (D.C.), Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands, prohibit text 
messaging for all drivers. Four states prohibit text messaging by novice or teen drivers, and three 
states, including Arizona, restrict school bus drivers from texting. Besides the required two-way 
voice communication device, a school bus driver “shall not use audio headsets, earphones, 
earplugs, Bluetooth devices, cellular phones, personal digital assistants, or other interactive 
wireless devices, whether or not hands-free, when the school bus is in operation” (A.A.C. § R17-
9-104). 
 

There may be a fiscal impact associated with this legislation due to civil penalties related 
to the newly established nonmoving civil traffic offense. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits an individual from operating a motor vehicle on a highway while sending or 

receiving a written message by means of a wireless communication device.  
 

2. Exempts the following individuals while in performance of official duties: 
a) law enforcement and safety personnel; and 
b) drivers of authorized emergency vehicles. 

 
3. Classifies the offense as a nonmoving civil traffic violation. 

 
4. Establishes the following civil penalties for drivers not involved in a motor vehicle accident: 

a) $100 for a first-time offense; and 
b) $300 for a second or subsequent offense. 

 
5. Establishes the following civil penalties for offenders involved in a motor vehicle accident: 

a) $500; or 
b) $1,000 if the accident results in a person’s death. 
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6. Requires a law enforcement officer investigating a motor vehicle accident that requires a 

written accident report to indicate on the form that the driver was texting while driving, if the 
person is cited for violating the prohibition. 

 
7. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 2, 2015 
AW/EH/jo 
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