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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Second Legislature, First Regular Session 

 
AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1079 
 

solid waste collection; multifamily housing 
 

Purpose 
 

Prohibits a municipality from prohibiting or restraining a private enterprise from 
delivering recycling or solid waste management services to commercial, industrial or multifamily 
residential properties.  
 
Background 
 

Solid waste management is the systematic administration of activities that provide for the 
collection, source separation, storage, transportation, transfer, processing, treatment or disposal 
of solid waste in a manner that protects public health, public safety and the environment and 
prevents environmental nuisances (A.R.S. § 49-701). Currently, statute states that a municipality 
cannot prohibit or unreasonably restrain a private enterprise from delivering commercial or 
industrial recycling services or commercial or industrial solid waste management services within 
or to a municipality. Additionally, municipalities are required to prescribe rules for the delivery 
of recycling services and commercial or industrial solid waste management services that promote 
the availability of such services and competition in the delivery of such services (A.R.S. § 49-
746). 
 

Statute defines solid waste as any garbage, trash, rubbish, waste tire, refuse, sludge from 
a waste treatment plant, water supply treatment plant or pollution control facility, and other 
discarded material, including solid, liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous material (A.R.S. § 49-
701.01). Recycling is defined as the process of collecting, separating, cleansing, treating and 
reconstituting post-consumer materials that would otherwise become solid waste and returning 
them to the economic stream in the form of raw material for reconstituted products which meet 
the quality standards required for use in the marketplace, but does not include incineration or 
other similar processes (A.R.S. § 49-831). 
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits a municipality from prohibiting or restraining a private enterprise from delivering 

recycling or solid waste management services to commercial, industrial or multifamily 
residential properties within or to the municipality.  
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2. Requires municipalities to prescribe rules for the delivery of recycling and solid waste 

management services for commercial, industrial and multifamily residential properties that 
promote the availability of and competition in the delivery of services.  

 
3. States that a municipality cannot be mandated to provide recycling and solid waste 

management services to commercial, industrial and multifamily residential properties. 
 
4. Defines dwelling unit and multifamily residential properties. 
 
5. Makes technical changes. 
 
6. Becomes effective on July 1, 2016. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee 

 
• Makes a technical change. 
 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
1. States that a municipality cannot be mandated to provide recycling and solid waste 

management services to commercial, industrial and multifamily residential properties. 
 

2. Changes the delayed effective date. 
 

Senate Action 
 
GOV  1/28/2015     DPA     5-1-1 
 

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 5, 2015 
CRS/KP/ls 
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