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Purpose 
 

Caps the required amount of fees paid to a county treasurer for any judgment foreclosing 
the right to redeem ten or more parcels.  
 
Background 
 

Personal property is taxed based on values calculated by a county assessor at the rate 
established by a county, municipality, community college district, school district or special 
taxing district as applicable. The county assessor lists all personal property subject to taxation on 
the personal property tax roll. Taxes levied against personal property are considered a lien that 
may not be discharged until the taxes are paid (A.R.S. §§ 42-17151, 42-19002 and 42-19106). 
Statute requires the county treasurer to secure the payment of unpaid delinquent taxes through 
the sale of tax liens (A.R.S. § 42-18101). A real property tax lien must be sold to the person who 
pays the whole amount of delinquent taxes, interest, penalties and charges due on the property 
and who offers to accept the lowest rate of interest on the amount paid to redeem the property 
from the sale (A.R.S.  § 42-18114). 
 

A real property tax lien that is sold may be redeemed by the following: 1) the owner; 2) 
the owner's agent, assignee or attorney; or 3) any person who has a legal or equitable claim in the 
property, including a certificate of purchase of a different date (A.R.S. § 42-18151). A real 
property tax lien may be redeemed at any time within: 1) three years after the date of sale; 2) or 
after three years but prior to the delivery of a treasurer's deed to the purchaser or the purchaser's 
heirs or assigns (A.R.S. § 42-18152). 
 

At any time beginning three years after the sale of a tax lien but not later than ten years 
after the last day of the month in which the lien was acquired, if the lien is not redeemed, the 
purchaser or the purchaser's heirs or assigns, or the state if it is the assignee, is permitted to bring 
an action to foreclose the right to redeem. The action to foreclose the right to redeem must be 
filed in the superior court in the county in which the real property is located and must include the 
name of the county treasurer as a party to the action (A.R.S. § 42-18201). 
 

Currently, on receiving a certified copy of a judgment foreclosing the right to redeem and 
a fee of $50 per parcel, the county treasurer is required to execute and deliver a deed conveying 
the property described in a judgment to the party in whose favor the judgment was entered. The 
deed is required to include the following information: 1) the date, court action number and name 
of the judgment; 2) the name of the purchaser; 3) the property description; 4) the date of the 
conveyance; and 5) a formal acknowledgment by the treasurer (A.R.S. § 42-18205). 
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There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 

 
Provisions 
 
1. Caps the aggregate fee paid to the county treasurer for property deeds at $500 for any 

judgment foreclosing the right to redeem ten or more individual parcels.  
 

2. Contains a retroactivity clause that applies the provisions of this act to any judgment entered 
before the effective date of this act and any judgment for which a treasurer’s deed has not 
been applied or issued.   

 
3. Makes a conforming change.  

 
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date, with a retroactive provision as noted.  

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
January 23, 2015 
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