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Purpose   
 

Modifies the timeline and review of School Facilities Board (SFB) rules regarding 
minimum school facility adequacy guidelines. Establishes new requirements for prioritizing and 
denying Building Renewal Grant Fund (Fund) project requests.  

 
Background  
 

The SFB is required to make assessments of school facilities and equipment deficiencies 
and approve the distribution of monies as appropriate. The SFB maintains and annually updates a 
database in order to administer the Fund and the New School Facilities formula. School districts 
are required to report to the SFB information required by the SFB for monetary distributions no 
later than September 1 each year. The SFB is permitted to review or audit the information and to 
subsequently confirm the information. The SFB also inspects school buildings at least once every 
five years to ensure compliance with building adequacy standards and routine preventative 
maintenance guidelines with respect to construction of new buildings and maintenance of 
existing buildings. 
 

The SFB is required to distribute monies appropriated from the Legislature into the Fund 
based on project requests from school districts to fund primary building renewal projects. 
Primary building renewal projects are projects that are necessary for buildings owned by school 
districts that are required to meet the minimum adequacy standards for student capacity and that 
fall below the minimum school facility adequacy guidelines (A.R.S. § 15-2032). Currently, 
project requests are prioritized by the SFB with priority given to school districts that have 
provided routine preventative maintenance on the facility, and to districts that can provide a 
match of monies provided by the Fund. School districts must use monies received from the Fund 
on projects for buildings that are listed in the SFB’s database.  

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  
 
Provisions  
 
1. Requires the SFB to review and update minimum school facility adequacy guidelines at least 

once every three years.   
 

2. Requires the SFB to consider any recommendations on minimum school facility adequacy 
guidelines that are submitted by a group of at least 10 school districts that may be organized 
to advise the SFB.  
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3. Eliminates the requirement that a school district provide matching funds in order for a 

building renewal grant project request to be prioritized.   
 
4. Requires the SFB to place project requests submitted by school districts that do not meet the 

requirements of a primary building renewal grant on a meeting agenda with a 
recommendation to deny the project and reasons for the recommendation.   

  
5. Requires the SFB to annually post, no later than October 15, a list of proposed project 

requests that were denied because the projects did not meet the requirements of a primary 
building renewal project.   

 
6. Requires the SFB to include a summary of primary building renewal project request denials 

in its annual report.  
 
7. Makes technical and conforming changes.  
 
8. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
January 20, 2015 
MS/ls 
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