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Purpose 
 

Removes the eligibility threshold of community college districts to sponsor charter schools. 
 
Background 
 

Currently, charter schools may be sponsored by: 1) the State Board of Education (SBE); 
2) the State Board for Charter Schools (SBCS); 3) a university under the jurisdiction of Arizona 
Board of Regents; 4) a community college district with enrollment of more than 15,000 full-time 
equivalent students (FTES); or 5) a group of community college districts with a combined 
enrollment of more than 15,000 FTES. In 2014, school district governing boards were prohibited 
from granting a charter to a new charter school or converting an existing district public school to 
a charter school (A.R.S. § 15-183). 

 
 An applicant seeking to establish a charter school must submit a written application to a 
proposed sponsor containing: 1) a detailed educational plan; 2) a detailed business plan; 3) a 
detailed operational plan; and 4) any other materials required by the sponsor. The sponsor of a 
charter school may contract with a public body, private person or private organization for the 
purpose of establishing a charter school.  
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Eliminates FTES enrollment requirement for community college districts to sponsor charter schools. 
 
2. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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