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animal abuse; prohibited animal ownership 

 
Purpose 
 

Restricts a person from owning an animal if the person has been convicted of cruelty to 
animals. 
 
Background 
 

A person is guilty of cruelty to animals and a class 1 misdemeanor if the person: 1) 
intentionally or knowingly subjects an animal under the person’s custody or control to cruel 
neglect or abandonment, unnecessary physical injury, or protracted suffering due to the failure of 
the person to seek appropriate medical attention; 2) recklessly subjects any animal to cruel 
mistreatment; 3) recklessly interferes with, kills or harms, or allows a dog under that person’s 
control to interfere with, kill or harm, a working or service animal without either legal privilege 
or consent of the owner; 4) intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly kills any animal under the 
custody of another person without either legal privilege or consent of the owner; or 5) 
intentionally, knowingly or recklessly leaves an animal unattended and confined in a motor 
vehicle, and physical injury to or death of the animal is likely to result (A.R.S § 13-2910). 

 
 There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 
  

Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits a person from adopting, fostering, owning or otherwise having care or custody of 

any animal in the person’s household, if the person has been convicted of any of the 
following crimes: 
a) intentionally or knowingly subjecting any animal under the person’s custody or control to 

cruel neglect or abandonment, unnecessary physical injury, or prolonged suffering due to 
the failure of the person to seek appropriate medical attention; 

b) intentionally, knowingly or recklessly subjecting any animal to cruel mistreatment; 
c) animal fighting or cock fighting; or 
d) two or more violations of intentionally or knowingly tripping an equine. 

 
2. Stipulates that a person prohibited from possessing an animal must transfer all animals in that 

person’s care or custody to another person, not living in the same household within 90 days. 
 
3. Allows, on proper application, a person to request that the court restore the person’s right to 

possess an animal if it has been at least two years after the conviction and the person has not 
been convicted of further specified animal abuse crimes. 
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4. Specifies that a violation of the provisions of this act relating to animal ownership is a class 1 

misdemeanor. 
 
5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 9, 2015 
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