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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1040

chiropractic; limited pharmacoloqy certification; requirements

Purpose

Expands the list of specialties to which a licensee can be certified by the Arizona Board
of Chiropractic Examiners (Board) to include pharmacology and outlines requirements for
certification.

Background

Established by Laws 1921, Chapter 118, the Board is the regulatory body charged with
protecting the health, welfare and safety of the public through the enforcement of the laws
governing the practice of chiropractic in the state. Additionally, the Board is responsible for
investigating complaints against licensed and unlicensed individuals, overseeing the general
application of the laws governing the practice of chiropractic, updating and developing
regulations, reviewing credentials and applying appropriate disciplinary action. According to the
Board' s website, there are over 2,500 licensed chiropractorsin Arizona.

Current statute alows a licensee to obtain specialty certification in acupuncture and
physical medicine modalities and therapeutic procedures. A licensee who wishes to obtain
specialty certification must: 1) submit a completed application as prescribed by the Board; 2)
complete a minimum amount of study as outlined; 3) pass the appropriate board-approved
examination; and 4) pay the non-refundable certificate fee (A.R.S. § 39-922.02).

S.B. 1040 establishes a new specialty certification a licensee may obtain. Upon
application for certification, the licensee is required to pay a non-refundable fee of $100.
Because there may be additional specialty certificates generated by this legidation, there may be
additional revenue generated to the Board's fund. The Board is a 90/10 board, which means of
every added $1 in additiona certificate fee collections, 90 cents is deposited into the Board's
fund and the other 10 cents is alocated to the state General Fund. Therefore, any positive or
negative impact to the state General Fund would be minimal.

Provisions

1. Allows a licensee to become certified in pharmacology to prescribe prescription-strength
dosages of ibuprofen, naproxen, methocarbomol and cyclobenzaphrine.

2. Requires an applicant who wishes to be certified in pharmacology to submit to the Board:
a) documentation of successful completion of an unspecified number of hours of study in
pharmacology at an accredited chiropractic college and postgraduate study with an
instructor who meets certain requirements,
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b) documentation of successful completion of an unspecified number of hours of rotation
under the supervision of alicensed medical or osteopathic physician;

c) acompleted application as prescribed by the Board; and

d) documentation of having passed a Board-approved pharmacology examination.

3. Allowsthe Board to require each licensee who has a specialty certification to complete up to
12 hours of continuing education each calendar year as a condition of certificate renewal.

4. Makestechnical and conforming changes.
5. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
Prepared by Senate Research

January 30, 2015
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