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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-Second Legidature, First Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1031

AHCCCS; controlled substances; monitoring

Purpose

Requires health care professionals contracted with Arizona Health Care Cost
Containment System (AHCCCS) health plans to check the Controlled Substances Prescription
Monitoring database before prescribing a controlled substance to members and for pharmacists
to check the database before filling a prescription.

Background

Laws 2007, Chapter 269 established the Controlled Substances Prescription Monitoring
Program (database), a central database used to track the prescribing, dispensing and consumption
of Schedule 11, 111 and IV controlled substances that are dispensed by medical practitioners or
pharmacies as well as track data from the Department of Health Services pertaining to residents
who possess a registry identification card pursuant to the Medical Marijuana Act. Current law
requires medical practitioners, pharmacies, outpatient health care facilities and permitted
nonresident pharmacies that dispense controlled substances to report certain information
pertaining to the dispenser, prescriber, patient and controlled substance to the database. It is
reported by the Board of Pharmacy that some health care professionals, including pharmacists,
access the database prior to prescribing; however, there is no requirement for health care
professionals to do so.

AHCCCS contracts with health plans that coordinate and pay doctors and hospitals for
medical services for eligible individuals and families. The health plans receive monthly
capitation payments to cover the costs of managing the healthcare of AHCCCS members. The
payments, which are adjusted at least annually, are fixed amounts paid in advance to the health
plans for each enrolled member.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidlation.

Provisions

1. Requires an authorized health care professional who prescribes medications to check the
database before prescribing a controlled substance to an AHCCCS member.

2. Requires a licensed pharmacist contracted with an AHCCCS hedth plan to check the
database before filling a prescription for a controlled substance for a member.
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3. Exempts oncologists and hematol ogists who prescribe controlled substances for the treatment
of pain associated with cancer or progressive sickle cell disease from being required to check

the database.
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
Prepared by Senate Research

January 16, 2015
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