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Purpose  
 

Prescribes a new social studies testing requirement in order for pupils to graduate from 
high school.  
 
Background  
 

A school district governing board (district board) is required to prescribe curricula that 
include the academic standards in the required subject areas as prescribed by the State Board of 
Education (SBE) for the graduation of pupils from high school. District boards must also 
prescribe criteria that include accomplishment of the academic standards in at least reading, 
writing, mathematics, science and social studies, as determined by district assessment. Other 
criteria may include additional measures of academic achievement and attendance (A.R.S. § 15-
701.01).  

 
 The SBE establishes 22 credits as the minimum number of credits necessary for high 
school graduation. Three credits of social studies are required for graduation and must be divided 
as follows: 1) one credit of American history, including Arizona history; 2) one credit of world 
history/geography; 3) one-half credit of American government, including Arizona government; 
and 4) one-half credit of economics (A.A.C. § R7-2-302.02).  
 
 There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation.  
 
Provisions  
 
1. Requires a pupil to receive a 60 percent on a test that is identical to the civics portion of the 

naturalization test issued by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, beginning in the 
2016-2017 school year, in order to graduate high school.  
 

2. Allows district boards to determine the method and manner of administering the test.  
 
3. Allows a pupil who does not obtain a passing score to retake the test until the pupil obtains a 

passing score.  
 
4. Exempts students who receive special education services from obtaining a passing score on 

the test in order to graduate high school unless it is specifically required by the pupil’s 
individualized education plan.  
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5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
January 13, 2015 
MS/ls 
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